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some improvement could be effected. There
is no need for me to mo into that subjeet at
great lenzth,

Hon. H. S, W. Parker: Will you instruct a
policeman to be on duty in the Terrace at
peak periods?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: One of the
difficulties, as the hon. members knows, is
that vchicles leaving for a particular des-
tination do not pull up at exactly the same
place every time,

Hon. H. 8. W. Parker:
move up and down?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: We have a
policeman moving up and down at peak
periods.

Houn. H. 8. W, Parker: I directly contra-
dict you there, becavse he is only on the
corner.

The PRESIDENT: Order!

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The reports
I have received from the Police Department
are to the effect that very little obstruetion
takes place on the footpath but that at times
it is neeessary to supervise the erowd en-
tering one or other of the vehicles. I think
I have covered the more important points
raised during the debate. As usual I shall
supply members with any other informa-
tion for which they have asked.

In conclusion may 1 state that while the
tide of war has tarned in our favour, there
is no room for complacency of any kind.
The months ahead for our Fighting Forces
will be hard and tough in bitter struggles
and fierce fishting. Our thoughts, therefore,
g0 out to those who, on land, sea and in
the air are carrying the fight to our enemies
at the peril of their lives. Likewise, too, our
thoughts are of those who have suffered
the loss of loved ones. Their constancy and
courage thould be an example to us all. Let
us hope that in the months ahead we shall
not only be carried far along the road to
victory, but also far along the road of un-
derstanding and planning for that order of
society which should be the fruits of brave
endeavour and sacrifices made by the demo-
cratic pcoples of the world.

Question put and passed;
adopted.

On motion by the Chief Secretary, re-
solved: That the Address be presented to
His Excellency the Lieut.-Governor by the
President and such members as may desire
to accompany him.

Could he not

the Address

[ABSEMBLY.]

RESOLUTION—DAYLIGHT SAVING.
Assembly’s Message.

Message from the Assembly received and
read notifying that it had concurred in the
Couneil’s resolution.

BILLS8 (5)—FIRST READING.
1, Financial Emergency Aet Amendment.

2, Public Service Appeal Board Act
Amendment.

3, Farmers’ Debts Adjustment Act
Amendment.

4, Main Roads Act {Funds Appropria-
tion).

5, Industries Assistance Aet Continuance.
Received from the Assembly.

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY: I move—
That the House at its rising adjourn till

i p.m. tomorrow,

Question put and passed.

Housge adjourned at 839 p.m.

Tegislative Assembly,

Wednesday, 8th September, 1943,
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
pm, and read prayers.

QUESTIONS (3).
AGRICULTURA_L BANK.
As to Denmark District.

Mr, HILL asked the Minister for Lands:
1, What is the number of Agricultural Bank
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properties in the Denmark district, (a)
oceupied, (b) vacant? 2, What is the amount
of interest collected from the Denmark dis-
triet for the year ended the 30th June, 1943%
3, What is the total cost of the Denmark
branch of the Agricultural Bank for that
year? 4, What is the amount of interest
charged against the vacant holdings?

The PREMIER (for the Minister for
Lands) replied: 1, (a) 366; (bh) 115. 2,
£0,082 8s. 6d. 3, £3,361, not ineluding in-
terest on capital. 4, None except where
vacant propertics are leased.

FUEL PIPES, ALBANY,
As to RHental and Wharfage.

Mr. HILL asked the Minister for Rail-
ways: 1, What is the amount of rent, if any,
charged for the fuel pipes on the deep water
jetties and ratlway property at Albany?® 2,
What is the rate of wharfage charged on fuel
conveyed by these pipes, (a) inwards; (b)
outwards?

The MINISTER replied: 1, £1 per
annum per outlet. 2, Inwards—Commercial,
Hs. per ton plus 20 per cent. OQutwards—
Commercial, 5s. per ton plus 20 per cent.
A special wharfage rate is charged for oils
for the Navnl Department. Also by special
arrangement, motor spirit re-shipped to any
Australian port is regarded as transhipment
cargo and a rebate is made of the difference
between ordinary wharfage and the tranship-
ment charge of 1s. plus 20 per cent.

NESTLE'S FACTORY, WAROONA,
As to Shoertage of Coal.

Mr. McLARTY asked the Minister for
Agrienlture: 1, Has bis attention been drawn
to the statement that Nestle’s factory at
‘Waroona may have to close down on aceount
of a serious shortage of coal? 2, If so, would
he indicate whether any action is being taken
to keep the factory operating, and thus pre-
vent heavy loss to the suppliers?

The PREMIER (for the Minister for
Agriculture) replied: 1, Yes. 2, The allot-
ment of coal is in the bhands of the State
section of the Commonwealth Coal Commis-
sion, which advises that the cosl position is
at the moment acute. Nestle’s have been
allotted 300 tons of coal for September, as
against 450 tons applied for. The Commis-
sion has also advised Nestle’s that if addi-
tional coal becomes available the allocation
wil! be reconsidered.
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BILLS (2)—FIRST READING.

1, Town Planning and Development Aect
Amendment,
Introdueed by the Mmlster for Works.
2, Bulk Handling Act Amendment.
Introduced hy the Premier (for the
Minister for Lands).

BILLS (5)—THIRD READING.
1, Financial Emergency Act Amendment.

2, Public Service Appeal Board Act
Amendment.

3, Farmers’ Debts  Adjustment  Act
Amendment.

4, Main Roads Act (Funds Appropria-
tion).

5, Industries Assistance Aect Continuance,
Transmitted to the Council.

MOTION—POST-WAR RECON-
STRUCTION.

To Inguire by Royal Commsission,

MR. CROS8 (Canning) [4.38]: I move—

That in the opinion of this House, a Royal
Commisgion should be appoiuted to inquire
and report wpon  the possibility of success-
fully preparing a five-year plan for post-war
reconstruction. Such a plan to embrace the
establishment of new industries (ineluding
heavy industry), the establishment of fac-
tories to pruduce nylon, butadiene, nitrates, and
consumption goods, the electrification of the
State, the extension of existing primary and
secondary industries, the provision of a com-
prehensive building secheme to provide adequate
public buildings and sufficient houses for the
people, and generally, to prepare to place the
population in reproductive industry after the
war,

I am very definitely of the opinion that one
of the greatest problems facing not only this
State but the whole British Empiré is post-
war reeconstruction. It is of paramount im-
portance that this job be tackled in a
thorough manner. I know that certain acti-
vities have been undertaken by the State
Government, but sueh action as has been
taken will simply tend to make us revert to
the old system, when we will have large
numbers of unemployed in our community.
I am not the only person who considers
this to be one of our greatest problems.
I noticed the following extract from the
“Statist’” published in “The West Austra-
lian"” of Monday last—

Dominion post-war problems are engaging
incrensing attention. The ‘‘Statist’’ says that

no ecountry which has developed industrial
capacity so abnormally quickly ns Australia
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can slow down te a nmormal peacetime capacity
without a certain amount of dislocation, and
emphasises the need for early planning to
meet the situation arising from n likely inten-
sified drift to the cities.

If there is a lag, it will mean unemploy-
ment. I noticed yesterday some comments
made by Mrs. Rooscvelt. She is evidently
of the same opinion, beeause she said—

One of the fundamental things we will have
to do is to plan soundly on an economie basis.
There are many bad things in my country which
women could do much about, but many of the
women know nothing about conditions away
from their own circles.

We have to face right now our most press-

ing problems instend of leaving them until next
year. The fault of the bad things in our coun-
try lies with the average citizen who wiil take
no interest in the eountry’s affairs,
Now, whether we like it or not, one day—
snd probably sooner than nost people anti-
cipate—the war will finish and we shall be
faced with the position that overnight
50,000 people in this State will finish their
present jobs, in spite of the fact that we
shall be compelled to maintain a large Army,
Navy and Air Force. As far as I can glean,
all that is being done is that the Govern-
ment is preparing to put info operation a
road-building programme, extensive irriga-
tion works, delayed railway repairs, and
certain other minor things.

The Premier: Housing.

Mr. CROSS: Yes, a housing scheme, The
demobilisation of the Forces will bring this
State face to face with the greatest problem
in its history and, if I am any judge, the
present men in the Forees are determined
not to go back to the old days of 1930-33.
We can hear them say so.

The Premier: How long do youn think it
will take to demobilise them ¥

Mr. CROSS: It is intended to demohilise
the Forces over a long period, hut no sound
plan of reconstruction can be inaugurated in
five minutes, nor can it be done in five
months. Tn fact, to establish suceessfully
and put into effect any such plan will take
a period of years and it is for that reason
T bring this motion forward. I realise
that for nafional security alone this State
must have a greater population in order to
repay the enormons debts aceumulating dur-
ing the war. Western Australia has a golden
opportunity to exploit the potentialities
and possibilities that have been talked about
for so long. 1 wonder just how many people
realise that during the war period this
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State, as well as the Eastern Stafes, has
shown a marked tendency to become ap in-
dustrial State! I believe that reproductive
works ean be provided for Western Aus-
tralia from within the State’s resources.
They will provide reproductive work not
only for our own people bhut for many
others beyond our borders. Qur national
seeurity alone demands that we take action.
We should have a five-year plan set-
ting out a large post-war scheme of
reproduction, and the establishment of new
industries in the State. The first thing that
suggests itself to me is a plan for the elee-
trification of the State becanse, before the
establishment of any new industries, it is
imperative that sufficient cheap power
should be made available. We shounld have
three or four new power houses.

Mr. North: You disagree with the find-
ing of the Royal Commission on the South-
West electricity.

Mr. CROSS: I do not know that I dis-
agree with it but, instead of there being one
power house in the metropolitan area, there
should be three. Ome should be at South
Fremantle and another at Midland. They
should be run, as they are in England, on
the “grid” principle, because it has been
found to be cheapest. I will illustrate what
I mean. If there were three power houses
in the greater metropolitan area, instead of
only one which eannot cater for present-day
requirements, let alone increased industry as
we have now, capable of producing 30,000
kilowatt hours each, they conld be run on
the “grid” system. The metropolitan area
may only require 50,000 kilowatt hours at
any given time and, with each power house
capable of producing 30,000 kilowatt hours,
it would mean that in the event of a hreak-
down or overload on one power house, power
could be linked from one of the others. The
whole question of the elecirification of this
State requires a general overhanl. It is
generally known that we are working on the
§0-eyele principle, whereas the other States
work on the 40-cycle.

The Premier: No, we work on the 40-
cyele.

Mr. CROSS: We work on the 40-eycle
and the other States are working on the
50-eycle prineiple. That means that all our
electrieal equipment, which is made in the
Eastern States, has to be altered when it
arrives here, at the expense of the people.
I do not know whether 20, 30, 40 or 50-cycle
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is the best, but somebody ought to find cut.
We should at least be uniform, At the pre-
gent time we have one power house in the
metropolitan area, and every tin-pot town
in the rest of the State has its own little
generating plant.  This system is costing
the people enormous sums of money. The
cost of electricity in many ecountry towns
is 1s. per unit—in Toodyay, for one! In
addition to having a couple more power
houses in the metropolitan area, what is
wrong with having a big power house at
Merredin and another at Collie, and link-
ing up to extend the benefits of electricity
and electrical power to the whole of the
South-West? Why should not our farmers
have the benefit of electric light and power
to cheapen their production, and the con-
venience of kelvinators? Not only would
this cheapen costs, but it would also make
life worth living in those parts. It is useless
to say that we cannot produce cheap power
in this State. The chief cssential for the
production of power is coal, and experts tell
us that at the present rate of eonsumption
the deposits of coal at Collie will last for
thousands of years. We have also large
deposits of hrown eoal, so there is no ex-
cuse for our people in the country having to
rely on hurricane lanterns and candles for
itluminants,

If we provided a chain of power houses
and plenty of current, we would have the
wherewithal to establish heavy industry, The
prerequisite of sound economy and prosper-
ity is heavy industry, and no country in the
world has the resources of raw materials for
establishing it as has Western Australia.
We have on Koolan Island one of the
largest deposits of iron-ore that exists in the
world. At Yampi alone, there is estimated
to he 97,000,000 tons of haematite iron-ore
above water level, and it contains 68 per
eent. pure iron. On Koolan Island there is
a seam 130 ft. thick stretching for miles,
and that is not the only one. Within a fow
miles of the metropolitan area a million tons
of laterite iron-ore can he obtained, which
averages abont 53 per cent. of pure iron.
Iron-ore is one of the decisive factors in war.
If the deposits we are fortunate enough to
possess had existed in Great Britain, far
greater use would have heen made of them.

The Minister for Industrial Development
intends to instal a small charcoal smelting
plant at a little distance outside of Perth and
make 10,000 tons of pig-iron a year. At
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present the State requires 7,000 tons, but
after the war e¢an anyone visualise this
State remaining as it is today? Will not
iron be required for railways? Will not the
Trans. line be duplicated? If this work is
done in the first five years of the post-war
period, some 2,000,000 tons of steel will be
needed. Will not a railway be required from
Albany to Darwin for defence purposes, and
possibly another trans. linc further north?

The Minister for Mines: I think the
tendency will be to pull up railway lines and
make geroplanes of the material.

Mr. CROSS: Air transport might develop
far more rapidly than anyone visualises,
but I believe that steel rails will still prove
to be the cheapest form of transporting
heavy goods. With the coal we have, and
given additional power houses, we should
undertake electric smelting and have iron
smelting works to provide for an outpuot of
100,000 tons of pig-iron a year. If we eould
only get heavy industry established, we
would pmot be faced with the position that
exists today. In Perth one cannot buy even
a razor blade. Why are they not made in
this State? Why not manufacture our own
eorrugated iron and our requirements of
drawn steel wire?

The inauguration of heavy industry would
be followed by the establishment of a long
list of subsidiary industrics. We have the
subsidiary minerals, too. We have a large
deposit of manganese, A fow years ago I
protested against the pulling up of the rail-
way line connecting the manganese mine at
Horseshoe. Manganese is a valuable metal.
We have other metals necessary for harden-
ing iron and eonverting it into various kinds
of steel. I refer to yttrium and beryllium.
Beryl is the ecommon source found in peg-
matite veins in the rocks in many parts of
the State. In aluminium we bave a valuable
asset. Bauxite is the collective name for the
various hydrated oxides of alumininm and
forms an important part of the roek known
as laterite. In the Darling Range, only a
few miles from Perth, there are at least
500 square miles of it having a thickness
of 2ft. or 3ft.

A few days age I was travelling to the city
with a leading sehoolmaster and we were
talking of minerals. When passing Carlisle
station we saw 2 heap of road metal con-
sisting of probably 30 or 40 tons. He re-
marked, “We have plenty of road metal.”
I asked, “Do you know what thet is9”
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He replied, “No.” I said, “It is later-
ite.  If it were analysed, as some of it
has been, it would be found to con-
tain 43 per eent. of iron and 23 per cent.
of aluminium.” So far all we have done
with this valuable material is to use it for
roadmaking. I spent weeks of time with
the late G. J. Lambert, M.L.A., and he told
me much about the minerals of this State.
If any other country had the mineral re-
sourees we possess, its people would not talk
about establishing industries; they would do
it.

Mr, MeDonald: How much aluminium is
there in road metal?

Mr. CROSS: Twenty-three per cent. of
laterite. To be commereially profitable, ore
treated for aluminium needs to eontain not
less than 35 per cent.—that is, if it is treated
for aluminium alone, but we have oxide of
iron and aluminiwin oecnrring in the same
rock. The Minister proposes to manufae-
ture potash at Lake Campion, but the alun-
ite from which the potash will be obtained
contains an average of 27 per cent. of pure
alumininm and, as the Minister extracts the
potash, he can extract the aluminium.

The Minister for Industrial Development:
No, he cannot!

Mr. CROSS: It ecould he obtained from
the residues, Take the Lake Brown de-
posits! Millious of tons of it, and it has
heen analysed by departmental experts and
found to contain 27 per eent. of aluminium;
and the experts say that this ean be ex-
tracted! If it can be, it is one of the things
that should be inquired into from a eom-
mercial standpeint. In the Serpentine roeks
of this State there is any amount of ehrome,
It is present in commercial quantities. In
fact, the mineral is widespread through
Western Australia, Why have we not got
own own chrome industry? Where does the
chrome come from when we want it? From
another country, which has a five-years
plan; and concerning that, I shall speak
later.

Western  Australia possesses numerous
rare metals. We have the magic metal tan-
talum, whose fabulous qualities render it in-
valuable. It is hard to get, and diffieult
and expensive to produce. Prior to the war
it was worth £27 per lb. What makes its
production so costly is its melting point,
5,162 degrces Fahrenheit, This State be-
fore the war provided nine-tenths of the
world’s supply of tantalum. One cannot
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melt tantalum in the open air, for as soon
as it becomes red it oxidises to white pow-
der. Therefore, it must be melted in vacuum.
It resists chemical attaek, being almost as
good as glass in this regard. It is inert to
troublesome acids such as nitrie and hydro-
chloric acids; and, having a long life, is ideal
for chemical industry. It is now used for
radio detectors. Tts sensitiveness is such
that the wave from radio detectors permits
of the time heing measured in which the
clectric current from it goes to the ohject
searched for and returns. And I can men-
tion another discovery. From tantalum extra
speed lenses for nse in photography ean be
made, It is one of the most remarkable
metals in the world. So remarkable is it that
when a few pounds of it ave obtained here,
it is vushed to America by plane.

Of another valuable rock deposit there
are millions of tons in the Chiitering Val-
lev. The rock carvies from ten to 40 per
eent. of kyanite, but the deposits have never
been exploited. Other rare metals known
to exist here in quantities rendering them
commercially exploitable are lithium and
yttrinm and its assoeiates. These are metals
for hardening steel, We have also cerium
and its congeners, thortum and vanadium.
We obtain tantalite from tantalum. Reeently
I was making inquiries as to whether we
can obtain somg kind of abrasive, We have
not got any. Within ten miles of Perth
there are 1,000,000 cubie yards of diatomite.
It is easily caleined, and after this process
is snow white. In faet, we have enough of
it there to supply the entire British Empire
tor the next 50 years. However, the pro-
position has not been explored.

We have pigments for making paint—red
oxide, red ochre, ycllow ochre, sienna; also
iimenite for white paint. Again, galena 1s
plentiful at Northampton, and should he
exploited. A factory for its exploitation
was established there, but burnt down a few
yvears ago. As vegards china clays, nround
the Darling Range there are dolerite clay,
86 per cent., and granitic efay, 91 per cent.
The kaolinised clays of the South-West one
day will provide material for a huge china
industry. New industries must be established
here. There is the wonder material, nylon.
Why have we not factories producing stoek-
ings and dress material from nylon? Again,
why should we import boots from the East-
ern States? Power-alcohol is heing pro-
duced here from wheat, grapes and wood.
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Why should we not, hy the same means, pro-
duce our own whisky? In the South-West,
between Wagin and Collie, therc are 20,000
squarc miles of kaolin clay. That area is
destined one day to hecome the loeality in
which will be built up the world’s greatest
china industry,  Nothing has been done
np-to-date.

Mr. Whatts:
miles?

Mr. CROSS: That is aceording to the
Mines Department report. We have coal in
plenty, and there is now in this State an
expert—British, I understand—who says
that from Collie coal a tar can be produced
which is one of the best slow-heating tars.
And from that wonderful new material in-
iented just before the war, nylon, admir-
able dress materials can bhe produced. It
is claimed that nylon will come into its own
soon after the war. This new material is
claimed to be five times as good as silk. In
ordinary times Western Australia imports
from the Eastern States five million or six
million pairs of women’s stockings every
vear, hesides tens of thousands of yards of
dress material, Is there any reason why an
attempt should not be made to establish a
nylon industry in Western Austraiia? We
ought fo bhave our dress materisls made
here. We have clothing factories. Again,
why should we be importing shoes from the
Kastern States? Qur shoes faetories should
be extended. The Minister for Industrial
Development is making power-nleohol,

Mr. Seward: Where?

Mr, CROSS: From wheat, at Collie.

Mr. Seward: He is not.

Mr. CROSS: He will be, pretty soon.
We have opportunities for the manufaeture
of other things besides power-alechol.

Mr. MeDonald: Do you suggest we
should produce our own whisky$

Mr. CROSS: So long as people can drink
it in this State, we cught to he producing
it here. I do not know why we eannot pro-
duce whisky in Western Ausiralia. Farmers
will be intcrested to learn that at the pre-
sent time there are millions of bushels of
wheat stored in this State whick we have no
means of getting rid of in the immediate
Tuture. What the Western Australian
farmers want is some industry to absorb that
wheat.

Twenty thousand snuare

Mr. Patrick: We will sell every grain of
it after the war,
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Mr. CROSS: The result will be that the
farmers will receive a better price for their
wheat than they have been paid in the past,
At present a tremendous rubber shortage
exists here, I do not know why we cannot
make artificial rubber from local wheat, A
great industry wounld be the manufacture of
butadiene. America’s greatest industria)
achievement is located in the Kanawha Val-
ley, ocecupying an area of 77 acres. It is
manufacturing rubber at the rate of 435,000
tons per annum. It employs 70,000 work-
ers. Actually, synthetic rubber is beiter
than natural rubber for high speeds of ears
and so forth. Rubber has more than 30,000
different uses. The Kanawha plant makes
its rubber for butadiene. It is immaterial
whether this is produced from molasses, pota-
toes, wheat, wood, tar or oil. Ii requires
134 bushels of corn to make rubber for a
car Lyre. Aleohol provides the quickest
method of making rubber. Experts state
that 8,000,000 gallons of alcohol ecan he
manufactured out of 12,000,000 hushels of
wheat; and this would ke sufficient for
10,000 long tons of rubber. In ordinary
times Australia uses approximately 27,000
tons of rubber per annum. It would take
10,000 Malayan natives cne year to collect
this amount of rubber from 2,000,000 rub-
ber trees.

If the proposed Royal Commission is ap-
pointed it will be able to send men to
America to find out what is being done there
and to bring Ameriean experts to Austra-
lia,  Australia has not got the men who
know, but a Royal Commission can send
to America men who will bring American
experts here to do the job. T visualise that
Aunstralia will want a great deal more than
27,000 tons a year of rubber after the war.
Here is a golden opportunity for this State
to make work available for thousands of its
people. At present it is difficult to buy a
towel or a pair of sheets. Cotton goods are
larid Lo obtain. I do not know why we can-
not grow our own cotton.

Mr. Watts: If we did we would still not
he able to make the goods.

Mr. CROSS: Not at present but T sug-
gest that we should plan for production in
the foture, It might he said that we can-
not produce cotton here beeause of the cost
of labour necessary for picking. A vear
or two ago a harvester eombine was invent-
ed to pick cotton, and by the use of the
combine it is now possible to elean up a
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crop of 10 acres a day. That formerly oec-
cupied the time of nearly 1,000 people, but
the work can be dome at present by three
men with the use of one machine. The
Russians invented the harvester combine
which made that possible, and if they ean
do such a thing so can we. In this State
we have every variety of climate and shounld
be able to produce all sorts of commodities.
We have had an illustration of what can
be done. I remember that 25 years ago I
wrote a pamphlet about tobacco growing
and some people said 1 was mad. The
pamphlet was printed and people said,
“Some lunatie is talking about growing
tobacco here.” But I knew it had heen
grown in America and that we bad a simi-
lar elimate here, and 1 econsidered that
tobacco should be produced in this State.
Today tobaceo growing has been establish-
ed. So has flax growing. Why should we
not try to produce other commodities? Why
depend on the other side of the world?

After we have electrified the State, our
five-year plan should embrace provision for
the conservation of water supplies. I have
travelled through the north of this State for
many miles from Leonora. I remember that
when I was there any amount of artesian
water could have been secured at a depth
of five feet or six feet. That water would
not have been very good for drinking pur-
poses lmt it was quite svitable for stoek.
Something should be done with that water. X
was informed by Mr. Troy that the artesian
basin extended over hundreds of miles. At
that time there was a big drought and a lot
of bush was chopped down for the sheep
to eat. It was possible to see sheep eating
the bark of trees at a height one would
not have expected them to reach,

We should plan to conserve every pos-
sible water supply in this State and to es-
tablish every possible means of irrigation.
We ought to make use of artesian water,
getting world experts on the work in order
that a thorough job may be done. The pro-
vision of water is extremely important. I
have heard members complaining about the
shortage of water on the Great Southern.
Part of the five-year plan should be to make
water supplies, as well as power, available
for all people in the South-West, the Great
Sounthern and other portions of the State.
Then again the question of transport must
be tackled. There will have to be a road
programme. Many of the roads will have
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to be widened and improved, and the whole
transport position will need to be handled.
With the electirification of the railway sys-
tem the Central Railway Station will have
to be removed from the city.

The Minister for Mines: With that beau-
tiful garden arcund it?

Mr. CROSS: Never mind abont the
beautiful garden! The land in that position
is too valuable to be used as a shunting
yard. We must plan for progress and the
electrified railway service will have to go

underground.

Mr. North: And the bottle.neck should
go, too.

Mr. CROSS: Yes. Many more things

need to be done. There is a lack of public
buildings. This matter has been discussed
in the past. Members are aware that to
visit Government departments one has to
go all over the city. We need to have a
programme for the building of publie
offices. Further there is a lack of school
buildings. We should plan for something
definite to be done.

Mr. Patrick: The plans are on paper.

Mr. CROSS: Not for building the three
schools required in my electorate. By inter-
jection, the Premier said we will have a
housing plan. So far as I am aware nothing
very big has been proposed. In the next
10 years the population of this State will
be trebled and the housing plan should em-
brace the erection of three times as many
butldings as exist at present.

The Premier: We brought dewn a Bill
yesterday.

Mr. CROSS; We brought down a Bill and
the work must be done. I will tell members
something of what has been dome in other
places aceording to plan. Most members
know that I have not got much, if anything,
in eommon with the Communists. At the
same time, it might pay us to take a leaf
out of Russia’s book in regard to putting
into effect a thorough plan. The Trans-
Siberian Railway traverses possibly the
most faseinating tract of country in modern
Russia. It is along that railway that the
three five-year plans of Russia have been
given their greatest opportunity of fulfil-
ment. The railway runs through country
on which a chain of industrial cities has
been built and those cities contain a quarier
of a million people or more. Fifteen years
ago those cities did not exist. Right through
Siberia from Kuzastan to the Urals there
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is evidenece of this hard, ealculated plan-
ning. First of all a chain of modern power
houses was built. In a pumber of these
cities there are huge iron-ore smelting
plants end steel rolling mills. I will men-
tion a few only. There is Karaganda in
the heart of Russia. It was an agricul-
taral town until a few years ago. Now it
is a city containing 20 or 30 up-to-date
theatres, public libraries, a university, steel
rolling mills, chemieal works and paper

factories. That was built on the five-year
plan.
Other cities are XKrasnoyarsk, Chita,

Irkutz, Omsk, Sverdlovsk, Stalinsk, Mag-
nitogorst. I bave told members already of
Magnitogorst but so great has been the
achievement there that I will repeat what I
have said. About 900 miles east of Moscow
near the Ural Valley there is a mountain
known as Magmetic Mountain, whieh con-
tains about 64 per cent. of magnetic iron-
ore. Surveyors were sent to the Ural Val-
ley and they built a tremendous dam four
times the size of the Canning Dam, and that
was finished in two years. Now at Magni-
togorst has been established the world’s
largest aeroplane faetory, a great smelting
works and all kinds of other factories.
Nearly 1,000,000 people live there. And all
that is the result of planning! XKaraganda,
in the heart of Russia, did not exist
40 years ago. In 1941, from its
coal mines 7,000,000 tons of coal were pro-
dueed.

Mr. Watts: They were lucky to have it
there.

Mr. CROSS: Yes. But we have it here
and have not used it. Novosibirsk is a cen-
tral city in Asia, in probably the richest
region in the world. Those who have read
history will recall that it was at this place,
in the Kuzbas Basin, that Genghis Khan
forged his weapons 700 years ago when he
drove into Asia to conquer the Persians. In
the last year or two Novosibirsk has be-
come the centre not of one city but of a
cluster of large industrial cities in whick
work bas been provided for millions of
people.

Mr. North: “W. A" stands
awhile.” That is the trouble.

Mr. CROSS: Yes. The development of
the Kuzbas Basin is one of the results of
the five-year plan. In the Urals alone,
Russia spent 5,000 million roubles in building
new factories, Also 25,000 new schools, and
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5,000 universities with over half a wmillion
students, have been established. Following
that development, factories and workshops
producing all sorts of goods were erected.
That is all the result of planning.

Members who were at Gallipoli will re-
call that the Turkish general in command
was Mustafa Kemal. He was o good gen-
cral, hecause, whether we like to admit
it or mnot, he was the man who
was actnally responsible for the evacua-
tion of Gallipeli. We do not like
to talk abont it, but it is true. After
the war, he became Dictator of Turkey. In
1932 he went to Russia and saw the early
results of the first five-year plan. He re-
turned impressed with what he bad seen and
immediately decided that Turkey needed 500
miles of railway. He also wanted to chrome-
finish his car but had fo import the com-
modity necessary from outside Turkey.
There were many other things he wanted and
to get them he deeided to establish a five-
year plan. That was in 1933. His plan
was designed in the first place to stimulate
the production of consumption goods which
had previously been imported into Turkey,
and seeondly to lay the foundations for the
establishment of heavy industry. 8o in
Karabruk in Turkey were built huge iron
smelting works and steel-rolling works which
came into production in September, 1939, He
went to London and obtained the servieces
of Brasserts to build the iron and steel
works, He had a chain of power houses
built and electrified the country.

These power houses were installed by
Metro-Vickers Electrical Co. Four power
honses bigger than that at East Perth were
estahlished. He got experts from Ameriea
and the chrome industry was established, and
since 1938 Turkey has been supplying the
British Empire with c¢hrome which had
not been produced in Turkey in 1933.
They have built railways. Thus Turkey,
instead of now being in the throes of pov-
erty, is relying upon its loeal production
and has built its factories, paper mills, steel
plant, chemical works, and is even manu-
facturing its own dyes.  All that is the
result of a plan. Kemal Atatork was told
that he could not carry out his great scheme.
He said, “This work for a start will cost
£40,000,000 in Turkish money.” He was
asked where he would get it. He replied,
“We bave not got the money ourselves, but
we will borrow £10,000,000 from Great
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Britain.” Britain provided him with the
‘money, He later borrowed £8,000,000 from
Germany and, as he did with the money
borrowed from Britain, so again he bought
machine tools and other requirements in the
counfry from which he had borrowed the
funds. He seeured the services of Russian
experts to teaeh the Turks so that they
could take part in the development of trade.
He secured experts from Great Britain, Ger-
wany and even from Italy, to teach his
people to become tradesmen. What money
he did not borrow from outside the con-
fines of his own country was provided by
the Sumer Bank of Turkey. As a matter
of fact, the first portion of the plan cost
£50,000,000 in Turkish money.

All this happened in Turkey—not in
Russia. There was no Communism about
the scheme at all. The plan has not yet
been brought to complete fruition, but it
hes already ecffected a remarkable change
in Turkey. Here in Wesiern Australia we
have not the necessary experts nor have
we the money so essential for the accom-
plishment of what I bave in view. On the
other hand, people appreciate that if
£100,000,000 e¢an be raised in order to carry
on the war for three months, the Common-
wealth Bank and the people of Australia
as 2 whole should have no difficulty in pro-
viding £100,000,000 in order to put a plan
such as I have in mind into operation in
Western Australia. If we do not do some-
thing about it, the writing is on the wall.
The chickens will come home to roost.

Mr. Sampson: Why will they wint to
read the writing on the wall?

Mr, CROSS: When our men come back
from the war, irrespective of whether
demchilisation is slowly or quickly effected,
work will have to be found for them.
Operations such as those entailed in the con-
struction of roads and bridges or the build-
ing of houses, must come to an end. It is
our duty to provide for work that will be
essentizlly reproductive. We must have,
as one of the first considerations, provision
for that which will assist the economic and
national secwnrity of the State. I refer to
the cstablishment of heavy industries, I
bave already touched upon a few directions
in which that could be undertaken. We
should be building our own ships and pro-
viding for many other of our requirements.
Members mav be inclined to smile at some
phases of my remarks but, if we are to
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carry an increased population in Western
Australia, we must envisage great activity
in the future. We should provide our own
steel requirements and manufacture our own
iron. If we do that, there is no reason why
we should not supply some of the require-
ments of the Eastern States.

Mr. Perkins: Do you think we could sue-
cessfully compete with the Broken Hill
Proprietary Co.?

Mr. CROSS: I go so far as to say I think
we should bring Essington Lewis here to
establish heavy industries in this State.
Australia has been a very luecky nation in
that she has had the henefit of the services
of Essington Lewis. It is s pity that we
have not in our midst two men of vision
such as he is. Essington Lewis went to
Ameriea and convinced American mag-
nates that they should put money into Aus-
tralian industry, and so we have the Broken
Hill Proprietary Co. In this Stale, as the
analyses show, we have iron of a better
guality than that to be found at Iron Knob
in South Australia, and we have the man-
ganese,

Mr. Doney: Where did you learn that
Essington Lewis went to Amevica and got
the eapital with whieh to start the Broken
Hill concern?

Mr, CROSS: I was told that in South
Australia, and also read the statement in
un  article.  Essington Lewis went lo
America, where he did a good job for Aus-
tralia, He is one of Australia’s big men.
I do not know what his polities are, but
never mind about that. What we want is
a few men with the outlook possessed by
Essington Lewis.

Mr. Doney: You are quite right there!

Mr. CROSS: If we were in that position,
industry in this State would be revolution-
ised. We certainly have a job to do. I
hope members will regard the motion ser-
iously, and agree to appoint the Royal
Conmmission 1 suggest. As a result, the
neeessary inquiries conld be earried out and
we might even ask the Government to send
experts to other countries to find out what
has been done and to provide us with the
desired information. We have not the
necessary experts, but we must get them.
The fact is that Western Australia has a
golden opportunity. If we do not take
advantage of it, we shall be charged with
having been false to our duty. We may
find if we embraee the opportunity that in
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fime¢ to come our names will be coupled
with those of other men with links of steel
in the history of the nations.

MR. WATTS (Katanning): Of course I
do not intend to offer any opposition to the
motion, but rather the contrary. I agree
that there is substantial ground for at least
some of the observations the hon. member
has made. It is true that he has indulged,
I think, in some flights of faney, because
he has made it appear in some respects that
there would be absolutely mo limits to the
demands of the people of Western Austra-
lta, as a result of this five-year plan, that
some of the things he desires should he
done. I am going to forgive him, for I do
not regard that as any serious argument
against his suggestion. I suppose that in
specches of the kind he has just delivered
he is entitled to make out his case to be
just a trifle better than it really is in order
that he may, by his oratorical flights, carry
some members with him.

Mr. Thorn: I think someone must have
given him a needle!

Mr. WATTS: There are aspects of the
proposal submitted by the member for
Canning which, I think, could very well be
qualified. There is substantial reason why
there should be development, partienlarly
of the natural resources of the State. In
referring to industries in the past, we bave
been accustomed to menfion some as hot-
house undertakings. I mean those that
really had no reason for their existence
apart from the desire of someone to make
something that had not been manufactured
here previously. I am sure those are not
the type that the member for Canning de-
sires to deal with. He has in mind indus-
tries that will make use of the mineral and
other resources of which we are possessed
in Western Australia, and which ean em-
bark on production along sound cconomic
lines. To that extent I think we can all
give the motion our support. However, I
have a couple of arguments to take up with
the member for Canning.

The Ffrst is that it seems to me the
motion he has moved at this juncture ean-
not be regarded as a compliment to the
Government of which he is a supporter. I
remember that not longer ago than 10 or
11 months the Minister for Industrial De-
velopment addressed this House for ap-
proximately twe hours on the subject of the
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investigations that were being, or were
about to be, carried out by his department.
They included a numher of the subjects
that have been referred to by the member
for Canning today. On that oceasion we
were treated to .2 discourse by the Minister
regarding the wvarious panels and com-
mittees of investigation that bhad been
set up. He was speaking on & motion that
I had moved in this House. The Minister
gave us the information that, I believe, dis-
closed that some measure of consideration,
albeit small, had been given to the sub-
jects raised by the member for Canning
today. Subscquently, as a result of the
contribution to the debate by the Minister for
Industrial Development, a committee eonsist-
ing of members of both Houses and repre-
senting all shades of politieal opinion, was
appointed without, to my knowledge, any
distinet terms of reference, to make further
investigations on behalf of members of hath
Houses of Parliament into this very pro-
blem. A year has now nearly passed, and we
have not heard from the committee Just
what it has been doing, exeept that we have,
from members who helong to our own par-
ties, gleaned the information that the com-
mittee has had some few meetings at which
certain matters came up for discussion.

Mr. Needbam: Is not that rather a flight
of fancy on your part?

Mr. WATTS: Frankly, that is all T know
about it. As far as I know and as far as
the House is eoneerned, no definite statement
has been made to indicate what contribution
the committee has been able to make to the
solution of this rather vexed question, or
even whether it has made any contribution at
all. The Minister, I understand, is the chair-
man of that Parliamentary committee, and
he is the gentleman to whom T shall look
for any information regarding what has
been done.

The Minister for Industrial Development:
That information will he fortheoming in
duc conrse,

Mr. WATTS: T rather gathered that it
would be, althongh I have no information
on the subject. The member for Canning,
I assume, knows what bas taken place.

Mr. North: But he wants to know still
more.

Mr., WATTS: Possibly the member for
Canning knows more than do other members
regarding the activity, or the lack of
activity of the Government regarding this
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matter, and he now comes to the House with
a motion which, in its terms and the very
manner in which he has placed it before mem-
bers, certainly indieates that he has no faith
whatever in the Government of which he is
a supporter.

Mr. Styants: That is blunt.

Mr. Withers: It is getting near an elee-
tion.

Mr. WATTS: Members will recall that
on the 16th September last year I moved a
motion in this House dealing with post-war
reconstruction matters. That motien, cer-
tainly without my permission, was accorded
honourable mention in the interesting book-
let compiled by the Federal Attorney
General, Dr. Evatt, in dealing with the Con-
vention held to diseuss the relationships of
the Commonwealth and the States during the
post-war period. The booklet I refer to is
the one entitled “Post-war Reconstruetion.”
The motion I moved was in the following
terms :—

That a Sclect Committece be appointed to
inquire fnto, and submit proposals for, post-
war recoustruction in Western Australia, with
particular reference to ways and means of
securing a greater measure of equality of op-
portunity, and the best possible standard of
living for all the people with continuity of em-
ployment, and the necessary increase in the
State’s population, and as means of attaining
those objectives to consider—

(a) the possibilitics of land settlement as
a means of repatriation;
(b) the reshaping of agrieultural policy
50 as to offer prospects of sucecess
to those engaged in rural industry;
{e) the fostering of secondary industries
8o as to make the best unse of the
State’s raw materials and provide
employment ;
I would like the member for Canning to
take particular notice of that paragraph.
{d) the desirability of appointing a Min-
ister for Reconstruction;
{¢) any other proposala eonsidered help-
ful.

As I said, T moved that motion on the 16th
September last year. It was debated from
time to time over a period of some weeks.
The Minister for Lands, who dealt with it
first from the Government Bench, expressed
the opinion that to tackle this question
of post-war reconstruefion from the point
of view of one State was most unwise. At
that time he had just been appointed to
the position he now occupies as chairman of
the Rural Reconstruction Commission crea-
ted by the Commonwealth Government. He
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expressed the point of view that it was
most unwise to deal with the matter on the
basis of one State when it ought to be
dealt with on a Commonwealth-wide basis.
I took him up on that in my reply. In the
meantime the Minister for Industrial De-
velopment had adopted a rather different
attitude on the motion. Although not pre-
pared apparently to support it he made the
suggestion to which I referred for the ap-
pointment of a Parliamentary Committee,
which I alsc mentioned, The member for
Canning was present in the House during
the debate.

Bo far as speeches are concerned, he did
not moke any econtribution to the debate.
He did not suggest that a Select Committee
was unsuitable, or that the words “Select
Commit{ee” be struck out and “Royal Com-
mission™ inserted in lien. He dig not afford
one word of support in regard to the matter
which 12 months ago and on very similar
terms aimed fo do the things which he has
been dealing with this afternoon. The mem-
ber for Canning very completely—so far as
I em concerned—capped his inactivity in
this matter 12 months ago by being one of
those who, without speaking or offering any
amendment, voted against the motion when
it came before the House to its final con-
clusion on the 4th February, 1943. 1 find
from ‘“Hansard” of that date that the ques-
tion was put and a division taken with the
following result:—Ayes 16, Noes 16, a tie.
Mr. Speaker then said that the voting being
equal he would give his casting vote with
the Noes. I have examined the list of Ayes
and Noes and I find that the Noes com-
menced with the names “Mr. Coverley, Mr.
Cross,” and so on. If I recolleet aright the
name of the member for Canning is Cross.
In consequence, without the slightest oppo-
sition or attempied amendment or any com-
ment whatever concerning this very similar
motion moved 12 months ago he voted in
the negative, and thereby caused the defeat
of the motion, and comes forward now with
a motion couched in very similar terms per-
baps equally designed to contribute sub-
stantially—if earried—to the well-being of
Western Australia.

Mr, Thorn: What a somersanlt!

Mr. Cross: That was in eonnection with
the appointment of a Select Committee.

Mr. WATTS: What has happened in the
meantime?. The hon, member had the op-
portunity to move to alter the words fo
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“Royal Commission” if he was opposed to
the idea of appointing a Seleet Committee,
and to suggest to the House that he re-
garded the sppointment of a Royal Com-
mission as essential. The hon. member did
neither of these things but contented him-
self with voting against the motion. I
know what has happened in the meantime.
We have just come to the period when the
hon. member sees before him the possibility
of an election. Like a good shopkeeper he
desires to make his shop window look
brighter than it was before. I fully under-
stand why the hon. member has brought
forward this motion, aside from reasons ap-
pertaining to the development of the State
whick characterise both of the motions to
which I have referred. I am following the
same lines I followed when I moved the
motion on the 16th September of last year.
I support the idea of any investigation that
would do any good for the development of
thig State along the lines that have been
advanced by the hon. member. I suggest to
him, however, that he would be well ad-
vised in future, hefore he opposes a motion
of this characler and then subsequently sub-
mits another as though he was the first one
to bring something brand new to the people
of Western Australia when in faet it was
thought of long ago, to think twice hefore
o doing.

MR. NORTH (Ciaremont): I move an
amendment—

That in line 3 after the word ‘‘upon’’ the
following words be inserted:—*‘the advisabil-
ity of setting up a council of seientifie and
industrial rescarch for Western Australia
and.'’

In view of the spate of information given
by the member for Canning, and since we
have not bad success in carrying the motion
of the Leader of the Opposition, I have
come to the conclusion that we should pass
over this work to people of sufficient ahitity
to handle the questions properly for us. At
present the existing Council for Scientific
and Industrial Research is functioning for
Australia as a whole, and does not devote
mueh time or attention to Western Austra-
lia. In view of the efforts of the Leader of
the Opposition some f{ime ago and to
today’s effort on the part of the member
for Canning, I think we might well get
the proposed Royal Commission to find
out whether it would be advisable to create
a council for scientific and industrial re-
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search both for primary and secondary in-
dustries in this State, In the past the
existing Counecil for Secientific and Indus-
trial Research has worked mostly for pri-
mary industries, and if for secondary in-
dustries for those that are established or
to be established in the Eastern States. This
is a matter of spending from revenue a few
thousand pounds annually in employing the
best experts and the most brainy men ob-
tainable to make the necessary investiga-
tions.

So long as we lack the advice of the
necessary experts those industries that
could he established in Western Australia
may remain dormant. I do not wish to
depreciate the work that has been done by
the Minister for Industrial Development
and by Mr. Fernie. Our State possesses
enormous resources and there are many
avenues through which those resources could
be developed, additional to the existing
work of the department. We could well
spend from our present large revenue some
thousands a year in paying four or five
world-renowned men to tackle these prob-
lems and take over from the local men or
extend the exeellent work they are already
doing along these lines. I urge that the
amendment T have moved will put something
conerete into the motion, and that the sug-
gestion if carried will prove more workabie
than the plan alone as set out in the motion.
If a council such as I snggest ean be created
in this State we can carry on with our
ordinary duties knowing that these ques-
tions are being handled in the right way.

On motion by the Minister for Industrial
Development, debate adjourned.

PAPERS—AGRICULTURAL BANK.
As to Case of Craig Holden Whitwell.

MR. BOYLE (Avon) [5.55]: 1 move—

That all papers in conneetion with Craig
Holden Whitwell of Hines Hill, farmer, be
laid on the Table of the House,
I wish to place this matter on a plane a
little higher than the ordinary motion that
is moved in this House from fime to time
for the production of official files in connee-
tion with various people. This particular
Whitwell affair is likely shortly to loom in
a position of great importance in this State,
I make that statement because for some time
past I bave been an interested observer of
happenings in the locality concerned. I was
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never called into the affair, but I know that
at the last conference of the Wheatgrowers’
Union—when such a conference takes up
such an attitude as an organisation it natur-
ally becomes a public question-—those pres-
ent decided in their wisdom that this pro-
perty should be deelared black and that
compensation be paid to Whitwell. That
being the case, as member for the con-
stituency in which this farmer is situated,
T deem it my duty to ask the House to re-
quest that the Minister shall place upon the
Table of the House all the papers in con-
nection with this case. Whitwell took up
a property in the Hines Hill distriet in
1921. Incidentally, my knowledge of Whit-
well is that ke is a good type of man. He
has farmed there for 20 years, but at the
end of 1940 he left the property. His de-
velopment advance from the Agricultural
Bank was £2,000.

Mr. F. C. L. Smith:
farm?

Mr. BOYLE: 1 understand that it com-
prises about 1,500 acres. It will be remem-
hered that in the twenties the Associated
Banks made quite an onslaught on what the
Agricultural Bank contended was the eream
of its elients. Those banks took many hun-
dreds of clients from the Government in-
stitution, and when they fook Whitwell I
presume they believed they had taken
cver & pood man.  Whitwell effected a
second mortgage with the Bank of New
South Wales which I believe was for some-
thing under £1,000. During the period from
1921 to 1929, when Whitwell was develop-
ing his property, the Agricultural Bank in-
terest rates were something in the vicinity
of 7 per cent, which was the ruling rate
at the time on all advances made, For a
while, 1 think, things progressed fairly well
with Whitwell. We know what happened
in 1930. The depression occurred. Wheat
was sold at about 1s. 8d. a bushel and wool
at 8d.-1b. Tt beecomes impossible not only
for Whitwell but for other farmers to con-
tinue to keep out of financial diffienlties.

I impress upon members that actually
with interest Whitwell’'s Agrienitural Bank
debt today stands at about £2,500. In the
period in question he has repaid to the Agri-
cultural Bank in interest charges about
£1,850, which is very near the original debt.
Tneluding the arrears of £500 he has actu-
ally paid to the Bank in nett interest not
less then £1,400 or £1500. When taken

How hig is the
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over by the Bank of New South Wales,
Whitwell continued until 1940 when he
decided to throw up the unequal strug-
gle and leave the farm. But, unfor-
tunately, owing to what I might per-
bhaps eall our pernicious system of the
personal covenant, Mr. Whitwell still re-
mained liable for the debt on the farm
after he walked off the property. That is
a congiderahle worry to him. He is now
faced with the responsibility for a debt of
£2,500, in addition to what iz owing to the
Bank of New South Wales—I should say
a total of over £3,000. Members may re-
eall a praetice which was followed in
Abyssinia. There a ereditor had the right
to chain his debtor to him. When Haile
Selassie was restored to the throne of
Abyssinia by the Imperial Government, the
latter insisted that that practice should
cease.

Nevertheless, in this enlightened age we
find that, under the authority of our law,
Mr. Whitwell is practieally chained to this
debt of £3,000. He left his farm after 20
years of hard work. He is a man of
exemplary charaeter, happily married, with
a young family. He did not receive any
compensation whatever for his work, al-
though I must admit that he walked off the
property. Within a short time of his doing
so, the Agricultural Bank served him with
a notice demanding payment, within 21
days, of the capital debt owing to the Bank.
That was in January. Why the Bank should
proceed in tbat formal manner I do not
know; the position was somewhat analagous
to our immigration tests; we ask an Ameri-
can negro to pass a test in Greek. Mr.
‘Whitwell does not stand alone. T suppose
there are nearly 3,000 ex-farmers in West-
ern Australia in a similar position with re-
spect to their liabilities. I quoted the case
of a farmer named Lemay, who had a pro-
perty north of Southern Cross. He took
over a farm in that distriet; he borrowed
no money from the Agricultural Bank, but
fook over a debt of £1,500. After three or
four disastrons years he left the farm, hand-
ing everything over to the Bank, and de-
parted for the goldfields. In the eourse of
time he struck a very rich pateh. Imme-
diately the authorities became aware that
he had reached a certain degree of afflu-
ence, they served a demand for payment of
the whole of the indebtedness. Subsequently,
the authorities obtained a judgment in the
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Supreme Court for the amount, which they
recovered, noftwithstanding that they had
resumed possession of the farm and had
taken over the machinery and everything
else on it.

Mr. F. C. L. Smith: Was the court wrong
in its decision?

Mr. BOYLE: The court was right. The
guthorities sued on a personal covenant;
they were legally, oot morally, right. The
handing over of the farm did not relieve
this farmer of his personal covenant. There
are in this State about 3,000 abandoned
farms, abandoned by men in precisely the
same way as Mr. Whitwell abandoned his.
If the papers are laid on the Table, in-
formation ean be gleaned from them which
members ean make public.

Another feature of this case further com-
plicates it. The Agricultural Bank has
adopted a practice which the Chairmap of
the Commissioners, before a Royal Commis-
sion, said was a very good practice. The
Bank leases abandoned holdings to adjoin-
ing farmers, and this practice will have
nasty repercussions in the case now under
consideration, because the Bank has leased
Mr. Whitwell’s block to the wife of a
Koorda farmer. A crop has been put in
and sheep have heen depasturing on the
farm. The present lessee may have known
nothing of what had occurred before she
leased the property. The Wheat Growers’
Union has taken up a stand against the
leasing of properties from which farmers
have been evieted. A few years ago a case
oceurred at Newdegate. Sueh a farm was
taken over by a man, and the position of
that man and his family became most un-
savoury in the distriet.  The evieted man
was named McRae and the department sub-
sequently arranged to place him elsewhere.
Why cannot the Bank do the same for Mr.
Whitweil? Something will have to be done
by the Government, because the Wheat
Growers' Union will not stand for the letting
of Mr. Whitwell's property to anyone else.
There will be a conflict hetween two authori-
ties, the organised powerful body known as
the Wheat Growers’ Union of Western Aus-
tralia on the one hand and the Government
of Western Australia on the other.

I appeal to the Government not to let the
matter go as far as that. The union has
rights. 1t consists of a body of workers
who, however, are not subjeet to any court
award. This union, at a conference assembled
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in Perth, unanimously decided to make a
stand in this case. I would like to inform
the House that while the matter was being
dealt with by branches of the union, or zone
councils, I was not consulted. Surely we,
as members, are bound to take cognisance of
the decision reached by the annual conference
of the union, and that is why I bring the
case before the House. We, on this side of
the House, have tried repeatedly to secure
the passage of amending legislation to afford
some protection for these men; but the Gov-
ernment, in its wisdom, decided otherwise,
However, chickens come home to roost and
there is likely to be nasty trouble in the im-
mediate future. A little tact and quick
action by the Government will perhaps avoid
an ugly situation.

It is undesirable, in this time of war, that
our farmers should be torn by strife. They
are like other workers; they realise that
what has happened to one of their number
can happen to another tomorrow. In 1940-
41—this does not make niee reading—2,125
properties were on the hands of the Agri-
cultural Bank, Therefore, 2,125 farmers are
bound by personal covenant to repay what
must amount to millions of pounds, I have
no wish to overstate the position, but the
fizures show that a debt of several millions
of pounds is banging over thesc men and it
can be recovered in our courts. Further, it
is competent for the Agrieultural Bank to
seize after-nequired property. The position
is undoubtedly serieus. The number of
ahandoned properties rose to 2,305 in the
subsequent year, and it would appear that
some 300 additional properties were aban-
doned that vear. It looks as if the average
additional ahandonments are 300 a year, and
that means that yearly 300 more farmers are
saddled with a debt of this kind. I appesl to
the Minister to lay the papers on the Table.
I also appeal to the Government at this late
stage to try to cffect a settlement of this case,

Mr. Marshall: What will be the use of
the file?

Mr. BOYLE: I am given to understand
there are letters on the file showing that Mr.
Whitwell agreed to leave the block. There
are several letters which, so to speak,
allegedly put him out of court. 1 want to
vead thosc letters in order to aseertain the
cireumstances in which they were ohfained
from him. I ecannot ai this stage make in-
sinuations which would practieally be allega-
tions, but Mr. Whitwell said one letter wus
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obtained from him by an official of the
Agricultural Bank under duress. In fair-
ness to that official, we should know whether
that is so. I have no quarrel with the Agri-
cnltural Bank officials any more than I have
with policemen, because they are earrying
out instructions and are in many instances
doing a very nasty job. The system of con-
fidential reports is most pernicious. The
farmers do not know what is contained in
the reports, yet it is on those reports that
they are refused assisiance, which is tanta-
mount to eeconomic ¢viction. It is not with
pleasure, but from a sense of duty, that I
move the motion standing in my name.

Onr motion by the Minister for the North-
West, debate adjourned.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

MOTION—MOTOR TYRES.
As to Proposed Acquisition Scheme.
MB. KBLLY (Yilgarn-Coolgardie) [7.30]:

I move—

That this House is of the opinion that
owing to the acute shortage of motor vehicle
tyres and tubes for essential users, that the
State Govarnment request the Federal Govern-
ment to take immediate steps to ascertain par-
ticulars of all vehicles licensed as at the 30th
June, 1942, and at the 30th June, 1943, with thg
object of establishing a Government controlled
acquisition scheme in each State, of all tyres
and tubes belonging to persons with unlicensed
vehicles. Release of tyres and tubes so
acquired to be controlled by a committes ap-
pointed by the State Government or the State
Transport Board.

The motion is more or less self-explanatory,
but I wounld like briefly to summarise my
reasons for bringing it before the House.
The tyre shortage has extended to all parts
of the Btate, as well as to other States. As
time goes by the shortage becomes more
scrious to Western Amstralia.  Naturally
the farming and rural industries, and out-
back centres are most affected by this aente
shortage of tyres. The remote mining
centres are also very much concerned. In
fact, I would say that all primary produe-
tion is, if not already affected, in great dan-
ger of suffering serious setbacks beeause of
the tyre shortage. The farmers find that
they are unable to deliver their producis to
the various railway depots, or to the mar-
kets. They are unable to do the work on
their properties in the manner in whieh they
have heen aceustomed. They are not able
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to go for their stores because of the long
distances that have to be travelled and be-
cause, in some cases, of the lack of one
tyre or one tube.

Again, where medical attention is neces-

- sary, or urgent calls have to be made, this

problem becomes a very real one to the farm-
ers. Their children are having to walk long
distances to school where, in the past, they
have been driven there by their parents
under some sort of commumity system by
which one or two farmers would pick up the
children in their locality. The isolation of
some of our mining centres is most pro-
nounced. Whilst in some there are stores
and butchers shops, many have neither con-
venience. I have in mind parfieularly Ora
Banda and Grants Patch. Both of those
districts are situated 40 odd miles from the
nearest place where perishable foods ean
be obtained. They have no butcher and, as
a result, all meat must come from Kal-
goorlie. Since the absence of a bufcher in
those towns the people have come under a
community system by which they have made
occasional visits to Kalgoorlie and, in con-
junction with the railway which delivers
twice a week within 18 or 19 miles of their
homes, they are able to make trips to Kal-
goorlie and so keep a fairly constant supply
of fresh vegetables, frnit, meat and other
perishable commodities.

Recently the tyre position has become so
bad that it has been impossible for these
men to make that long trip over very poor
roads fo get the eommodities so necessary
in outback centres, of which we have very
many in this State. The position is fast
approaching when many primary pro-
ducers in the different distriets of Western
Australia will be unable to carry on their
normal occupations, and this will detrimen-
tally affect the target goals set for pro-
duction, not only in this State but in all
the States of the Commonwealth. The tyre
position has pradually worsened over =
period of months. We can recollect the
time some seven or eight months ago when
the problem was first before ns, or when
restrictions first took effect in this State,
and members will recal! that in some cases
we were not particularly concerned at the
shortage that was becoming evident. Since
then contributing faetors have made the
position much worse. In many cases there
has been a lack of timely repair because of
the shortage of raw rubber.
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Again, high priorities have prevented
tyres from being repaired some months be-
fore when they should have had attention
with the result that many tyres had since
blown out and are now of no use to the
owner ner, in Many cases, even as Serap
rubber. Another very good reason for
bringing this motion forward is that there
does not appear to be any possible chance
of an early release of rubber for civilian
purposes, not only here but throughout the
world, although I wunderstand that in
America the position has been alleviated
to some extent by the introduction of large
quantities of synthetic rubber. In asking
the House to consider this motion I realise
that there is necessity for diserimination in
certain instances. We must bear in mind
that a motion of this nature could easily
bring about an inequality of sacrifice. The
desire is to avoid that inequality and, by
carefnl legislation, bring about equality of
sacrifice.

I know of some instances, and wiil name
ane or two, in which I consider it would
he proper to depart from the actnal word-
ing of the motion insofar as it refers to the
acquisition of tyres without diserimination.
We could safely allow a certain amount of
latitude to firms who, since the war, have,
because of patriofic reasons possibly, taken
the majority of their trucks, cars and other
delivery vehicles off the road and delicensed
them for a longer period than I am asking
to be covered by the motion. The position
of a firm that automatieally took its vehieles
off the road early in the period is vastly
different from that of a firm that has eon-
tinued to travel the ecountry almost un-
checked in the pursmit of its business. We
should give consideration to the firm that
tock its cars off the road and so conserved
rubber. If the acquisition scheme is fo en-
eompass their activities, as well as every-
one else’s, then a very low priority should
be given to those firms when times again
become normal.

Many private owners would come into
this category because early in the war, when
petrol looked like becoming searce, and
because there were other means of transport
within the ¢ity and suburban areas, they
took their cars off the road and delicensed
them. They have served a good purpose,
and it would seem to be imposing an un-
fair hardship on those people if, to use a
popular term, they were included in a drag-
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net clause of any Government acquisition
scheme. They should also have some form
of priority in the event of the scheme tak-
ing their tyres, as well as all others under
the same heading. I realise that this mat-
ter is one rather for the Commonwealth
Government than for the State Govermment,
but I do think we can play an important
part in bringing a motion of this nature
before the Federal House.

It may be necessary to amend the motion
quite considerably, but I do recommend that
some consideration be given to it because
of Hs general application and ifs general
usefulness from a war effort point of view,
as well &5 for the salvation of many set-
tlers in outback districts. I have suggested
1942 and 1943 as heing the periods on which
to base this proposed acquisition scheme.
We should take the records of those two
years. My reason for mentioning only 1942
and 1943 is that to have taken one year
only would have put us in the position of
not being able fo get a comparison; nor
would we have had any definite aceount of
the vehicles on the road in 1942. I had to
bring in 1942 as well as 1943 to get the dis-
parity between the two years from a regis-
tration point of view,

The task of compiling these figures would
be very simple. Every munieipality and
road board keeps an accurate and easily ac-
cessible record of the motor vehicles in its
distriet. KEach could get out a list for the
scheme, and not more than half a day's work
would be involved in compiling the re-
quisite figures. Such list would disclose
many cars, trucks and utilities which in the
past 18 months have gone out of commis-
gion, and many thousands of tyres could
be made available if the matter were taken
in hand by the anthorities. It would have
a marked effect in bringing back into use
essential tyres for essential use at a time
when the shortage is so acute.

Another reason why T desire to see these
tyres brought under an acquisition scheme
is the amount of deterioration that is tak-
ing place. 1 have seen numbers of trucks
and cars that have heen standing on their
wheels for an appreciable period without
being jacked up, many of the tyres heing
partly inflated. When we consider the de-
terioration taking place every day that sort
of thing continues, it is not hard to rea-
lise the vast amount of waste that is oceur-
ring wherever tyres are out of use as a
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result of the vehicles being delicensed. It
would be hard to estimate the acfual loss,
not only of tyres, but also on the home
front where production is so vital.

The shortage of tyres has brought about
an evil which is not singular to this State.
I refer to black marketing, If one needs
n particular size of tyre and i prepared
to pay three times as much as jt is worth
on the market, one has not long to wait be-
fore getting an opportunity to purchase it.
If we stop the supply under such conditions
and ecurtail the activities of the black mar-
ket by introducing an aequisition scheme,
we shall have done very good service.

[Resolved: That motions be continued.]

One veason why I urge that this scheme
should be brought under Government e¢on-
trol is that it would result in the ecorrect
price margin being charged that was applie-
able to tyres of various grades. Under such
control, the standard would be uniform.
Contro] itself, too, would be easy. When
the tyres were acquired, the Transport
Board would be the right authority to ad-
minister the business. This wonld eliminate
all possibility of hlack marketing in tyres.
Another reason is that State officials have
a full appreciation of local eonditions and,
it they have any doubt, they can readily
obtain the required information. In order
that sueh a scheme might operate success-
fully and without inflicting hardship upon
anyone, it is essential that we should be
free from regulations promulgated in other
States, often to the detriment of this State.
The (Government should act promptly and
wholeheartedly in the matter hecause it is
of vital importance, not only to the farm-
ers in the outback districts, but also to the
future of Western Australia.

MR. SAMPSON (Swan): At first blush
the motion might appear to be of question-
able value, but enly at flrst blush. There
is a growing belief that eontrol generally
is being overdone and, further, the use of
the word “aequisition” is apt to suggest
something of a sinister nature. Notwith-
standing the unfortunate word wsed, it is
the right word to employ here. The motion
is indeed a very useful one. Only present cir-
ecumstances would justify its introduction,
but the ecireumstances are seeh as to warrant
its adoption.

Me. Warner: Is your ear on blocks?

Mr, SAMPSON: Throughout the world,
motorears and trucks have become almost,
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if not quite, an essential part of our life.
The internal comnbustion engine has altered
the whole outlogk in the business, industrial
and social spheres. In many garages there
are ears that are not in use and are not
jacked up, and consequently depreciation of
the tyres sets in. When cars and trucks are
idle, the covers and tubes deteriorate more
quickly than if they were being used on the
roads. That seems to be an extraordinary
statement, but every motorist will agree
with e that the tyre of the spare wheel
carvied by most vehicles deteriorates more
quickly than do the tyres that arc in regular
and constant use. Unused tyres soon lose
their flexibility ; the rubber becomes hard and
is soon nseless.

(ne point that might he considered is that
of making it mandatory that covers and
Lubes should be properly eared for. Their
protreetion should be a matter of compulsion.
Without rubber tyres, the whole outlook from
the standpoints of the war and of providing
essential publie services will become worse.
Inquiry might also be made as to whether the
use of leather ecovers wonld be practic-
able,  There should be an insistence upon
the proper care of Lyres, and anyone guilty
of using a eav or truck with the canvas of
the tyres exposed should be subject, not to
a fine, but to ndvice by the traffic authori-
ties. Some people do not realise how im-
portant it is to maintain the ecorrect air
pressure in tyres and that, as soon as signs
ol wear appear, the tyres should be recapped
or retreaded.

Mr, Warner: What if you eannot get
them retreaded?

Mr. SAMPSON: Retreading is certainly
a dilliculty at present. However, the use
of covers when the eanvas is showing should
not be permitted. Tyres are far too valuable
for us to allow that sort of thing to eon-
tinuc. Another question that might be
considered is whether a coating of rubber
paint would be helpful in preserving the life
of tyres. However, there is no need to dilate
upon side issues. The motien is a wise one
whieh, in existing cireumstances, should he
carried into effect. If such is done, I believe
a very great saving in rubber tyres eould
be effected and that, as a result, our efforts
to carry on our ¢veryday work and win the
war will be facilitated,

MR. BERRY (Irwin-}Moore) : I congratu-
late the member for Yilgarn-Coolgardie on
having introduged the motion, which is a



[8 SepTEMBER, 1943.]

very nceessary one. Everybody knows that
crude rubber is grown on a commereial basis
only in the Far Eastern countries now in
oceupation of the Japanese. We have a
promise that synthetic rubber will be made
availahle, I understand that very soon
the United States of America will be
turning it out in econsiderable quantities.
Be that as it may, the fact remains that
first and foremost the Furopean countries
actually in a more intense state of war than
we are in, and requiving more rubber, will
he first served. It is only reasonable to
assume that Western Austvalia, or indeed
Australia itself, will not have a high prierity
in the initial efforts of producing synthetie
rubber.  Thercfore it beboves us, as the
position is so critical, to take every possible
action to alleviate that particular danger.
The hon. memher has brought forward a
motion having that for its objeet. It per-
baps justifies the earrying of the motion,
. possibly with amendments as has been sug-
gested, gnd the making of representations
to the Commonwealth Government to do
sumething over the matter. One thing that
strikes me about the motion is that it eom-
fines itself to unlicensed holders. I wounld
go cven further, for therc are hundreds of
motorear users travelling around the State
loday on pursuits which are of no economie
or national value. From time to time we
see private cars driven by women abhout to
go shopping. We know that the petrel regu-
lations restrict their activities; but the fact
remains that what little petrol they have,
they ave not using to preserve the rubber
we have. That js an important point well
warth inquiring into. The priority busi-
ness is all very well, but if we have no
robber at all priorities will be of no use
to anyhody.

And something should be done in regard
to the Armed Forces. I happen to know,
and T think most members of this House
know, that in the Air Foree, the Army and
the Navy there is unquestionably an enor-
mous extravagance in regard to both petrol
and rubber. Cars leave certain places daily
—in faect, routine cars—to carry people to
the eity. These routine ears pass the buses
and trams on which the rest of us are ex-
pected to travel, 1 suggesi that the Forces
themselves should seriously eensider this
enormous wastage, a wastage which people
are publicly talking abhout. I understand—
though without any authority at all—that
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i-ton trucks are run a matter of several
miles to bring a pound of butter back to
the mess, I do not believe that story to be
trug, but the telling of it indicates the state
of affairs in our Armed Forees. In that
respect there is cnormous scope for in-
quiry.  Probably we shift huge batteries
and huge convoys in this State quite un-
recessarily. Everybody knows the enormous
~ost of shifting these heavy vehicles in war-
time. If the motion is aimed at an inquiry
which would embrace even that sphere, it
would serve a very good purpose. Let us
hope that if an inquiry of that sort is in-
stituted the Government, or who ever is
responsible, may not be bluffed out of it
by the Air Force or the Army.

The Minister for Mines: T hope they will
not he brought into it. I do not believe
they will let themseclves be brought into it.

Mr. BERRY: It is not a question of try-
ing to bring them in. What are we sup-
posed to be? The inquiry is essential; and
if there is any wastage in the Forces some-
hody in civil authority should say so, and
gay it with sufficient determination to en-
sure that there is more rubber available
when there is not enough to go around. A
member has spoken about farmers. We
endeavour to do all we ean for the farmer.
We know the position that ohtains in the
country. Tt is daily growing more serious.
We know, too, there is difficulty as regards
the secheme whereby the couniry people en-
deavour to co-operate with each other.
That is not practicable in the wheatbelt.
Whether the vegetable growers at Spear-
wood and elsewhere in the distriet are joined
in a eo-operative scheme I do not know. If
we eould get more rubber and more tyres
made available for these people the jam
they are expericncing now, and would ex-
perience under co-operation, will disappear.
I am told, on authority, as to which I do
not know whether it is very good or not,
that in England when anything is wanted
the authorities go in and commandeer it.
“Commandeer” was the word used to me.
The authorities go into a place and say, “We
want a magneto for some purpose, and there
is one on your car.” Then they take it and
pay the owner for it. 1 understand that
cars are hung up all over England with
things stripped off them. We ean do that
here without imposing sny particular hard-
ships. I support the motion.
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HON. W. D. JOENSON (Guildford-Mid-
land}: I think, with others, that the hon.
member has brought forward a practical sug-
gestion for overcomiog the difficulty which
is experienced; but my fear is that a good,
practical motion will be defeated by the type
of words that the hon. member has added
te it. By the final words he seeks to make
a proviso. He wants the tyres acqnired and
a record obtained, whereupon the Common-
wealth Government through regulation is to
take control of them so that they may be
used during this period instead of being
attached to vehicles that are not in use and
not licensed. But if he states that that can
only be done on the uvnderstanding that it
is controlled by the State Government and
the State Transport Board, he will never
get his wish, because the conditions would
be foreign to the general policy of the
Commonwealth Administration. We as a
State Parliament can make representations
in the manner proposed by the motion; and
if we want something considered seriously,
the State Parliament is the medium of com-
munication that carries more weight than
any other channel of communication. There-
fore the mover suggesis, very wisely, that
this House make representations regarding
certain things. I do not want to speak on
his proposal, which has already been ex-
plained fully. I do know that there are
numerous tyres which would be made avail-
able if the Commonwealth regulations just
compelled those who are holding tyres, that
they eould not use when the general public
is so much in need of them, to give them up.
To help the hon. member I move an amend-
ment-—

That the words ‘‘ Release of tyres and tubeas
80 acquired to be contirolled by a committee
appointed by the State Government or the
State Transport Board’'' be struck out.

Thus the motion makes representations to
the effect that the Commonwealth Govern-
ment requires these things without any eon-
ditions at all, but indicates a hope that the
State Transport Board, which is the general
organisation used in conpection with these
activities, whether Federal or State, will be
appointed to do the work. T take it there
is an anticipation that if the amendment is
carried and practical representations are
made, the ordinary channels of distribution
used today will continue to be used; but if
we specify the chaonel, as the motion does,
the possibility of its receiving serious eon-
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sideration by the Commonwealth authorities
will be discounted. I move the amendment
more to help than to discount the motion.

On motion by the Minister for Works,
debate adjourned.

MOTION—COMMONWEALTH AND
STATE RELATIONSHIFPS.

As to Post-War Financial Reform.

Debate resumed from the 25th August on
the following motion by Mr, Watts:—

That this House is of the opinion—

(1) That there is urgent need for con-
sideration of radical reform at the
termination of the present war in
the financinl relations between the
Commonwealth and the States, and
expresses ita agreement with the
principle of the joint resolution of
both Houses of the Tasmanian
Parliament to the effect that no
finaneial relations between the
Commonwealth and the States can
be satisfactory that do not frankly -
take into account the .differemnt
economic positions of the several
States and provide for a systematic
review from time to time of any
scale of payments.

(2) That at the termination of the pre-
sent war means should be found to
restore to the States the right to
impose income taxation either
generally or in defined limits, while
at the same time not imposing on
the taxpayers, the necessity of
providing two different returns
and complying with two differing

W

8.

{3) That a econference between repre-
sentatives of the Commonwealth
and State Parliaments, including
both Government and Opposition
members, should be arranged at a
reasonably early date to comsider
such reforms,

{4) That copies of this resolution be con-
veyed to the Prime Minister and
the Premiers of the geveral States.

MR. PERKINS (York) [8.13]: I support
the motion of the Leader of the Opposition,
who has sef out fully the financial relations
as they are at the present time between the
Commonwealth and the States. I have uo
desire to take up the time of the House by
re-traversing that ground. In considering
the whole question it is necessary to visualise
something of the pattern of the past de-
velopment of our State as well as the pos-
sible post-war development in industries gen-
erally in Western Australia. The other
States of the Commonwealth, especially the
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larger States, have developed industrially
very much more repidly than Western Aus-
tralia bas done; and that industrial develop-
ment in those larger and weslthier States
has to some extent been et the expense of
‘Western Ausfralia, By that T mean that the
tariff policy which has been adopted by
the Commonwealth has led to the develop-
ment of many of those secondary indus-
tries, up to a point at any rate, in
a more or less hothouse abtmosphere.
That hag been possible by reason of the
afficiency of the primary industries on which
Western Australia has heen particularly
dependent—first of all the goldmining in-
dustry, then the wheat, wool, dairying, fruit-
growing and various other primary indus-
tries existing in this State.

Secing that thai rapid development in
some of the larger States has been partly,
at least, at the expense of primary pro-
ducers in Western Australia and therefore
of the State as a whole, it is reasonable to
expeet that so far as the future development
of Western Australie is concerned we can
look to some comeback from those wealthier
sections of the Commonwealth. That fits
tnto the post-war pattern in a way which
15 being diseussed at the present time. We
have had some reference by the Minister
for Works to the expectation of large Com-
monwealth grants being made available for
water schemes for this State. We expect
grants to be made available in many other
directions. For instance, it hag been sug-
gested that some grants may be made for
the development of edueational facilities. 1
do not doubt that that will be the pattern
of our post-war development in some of the
outlying States in order that development
may be more rapid than in the past, namely
that mnch more Commonwealth money will
be made available to those States. How-
ever, I believe that if the money is going to
be wisely spent in the development of our
State it will be neeessary for it to be spent
through the State administration. We have
had many examples of the spending of Com-
monwealth money in the outlying States in
anything but a wise manner. It is very
evident that if the control is eentred so
far away as Canberrse, there will he very
much inefficiency.

In wartime we have had many examples
of the effect of attempting to centralise that
control. We have seen it in the control of
the Armed Forces. The control of the Home
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Forces is centralised in the eapital cities of
the Eastern States, and we know how diffieult
it is to get many much-needed alterations
made in the eonduct of the administration
of those Forces when representations made
in this State have to be sent to the
Eastern States capitals. That is something
that has taken place in wartime when we
would expeet that the highest motives of
patriotism would be actuating the eivil ser-
vants administering those departments. Con-
sequently it is only reasonable to expect
that in peacetime the position would not b»
improved. I think, therefore, I am justi-
fled in saying that if these moneys are made
available by the Commonwealth Government
to aid in the post-war development of
Western Australia, the spending of the
moneys could be undertaken very much more
wisely in the outlying States by the Gov-
ernments eoncerned than by any central
Government situated, so far as Western
Australia is c¢oncerned, nearly 2,000 miles
away,

Tt is very necessary that this development
of Western Australia should take place,
and any Government that did not fulfil
its duties in that regard would be
swept away by the electors. I believe
the electors expect the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment and the State Governments so to
develop our resources and so to plan onr
economy that reasonable economie condi-
tions will be provided for everyone. I was
rather struck by a letter that appeared
recently in the Press, indicative of the out-
look that is apparently quite common
amongst a section of the people. One per-
son asked an elector for whom he was go-
ing to vote at the recent election. He said,
“I am voting for whichever party will keep
the war going longest.” Asked for his
reasons for making such an extraordinary
statement, he said, “It is the only way to
keep everybody in jobs” If we adopted
such an attitude we would be very bank-
rupt of ideas. It is not necessary to keep
the war going in order to provide every-
hody with a job. .

Mr. Thorn: He would not think that if
the war came here, would bhe?

Mr. PERKINS: No, he would probably
have different ideas. But that is indicative
of the bankrupt ideas some people have in
regard to post-war development. In war-
time we have learnt that, if we are going
to secure a proper effort from the whole of
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our |cople, it is necessary to have some
planning in regard to our economic produe.
ing machine, I believe the best features of
that planning which we have achieved in
vartime should be earried forward info
peacetime, and that that planning can be
done only by co-operation between the Com-
monwealth and State Governments. If the
Comuionwealth Government attempts to do
it entirely on its own initiative and through
its own administrative channels, we shall
continue to see the bad administration
which T am afraid we sce only too often at
present in regard to much of the organisation
that has taken place in relation to the war.
As 1 said earlier, I believe it was necessary
to set up that organisation to get it going
quickly, but there is no reason why we should
not eliminate the bad features from it in
the future development of our State organi-
sation heve. Many radical changes are being
suggested by some people. 1 do not believe
it will be necessary to have anything like as
radical an alteration as some would have. I
believe the controls would not neced to be
nuMerous.

If we control some of the major industries
the other industries can be relied upon to fit
into the general plan. The proper system to
adopt is to give full rein to private initiative
wherever it ean satisfactorily do the work.
In other insiances it may he necessary for
the Government to carry oul certain fune-
tions where the policy of the nation as a
whole is effected to a fremendous extent.
However, we should be sure that we do not
cramp onr development by tying ourselves
down to any particular stereotyped system.
The point I particularly want to make is
that so far as an outlying State such as
Western Ausiralia iz concerned, it is neces-
sary that we do not lose our freedom of
action, 1 particolarly stress that point.
Whatever Commonwealth moneys are made
available for development in Western Aus-
tralin they should be admiristered by the
Parliament of Western Australia.

I am afraid that if we do not have that
system there is a grave danger, not only of
part of the money being wasted, but also
of the development being directed into un-
satisfactory channels. Conneeting that with
the motion before the House, the point I
want to make is that it may happen that at
some futnre time, with the Commonwealth
Government providing eonsiderable sums of
money by way of grants towards some of
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these post-war developments, there may arise
2 conflict of opinion between the State Gov-
ernment and the Commonwealth Govern-
ment as to the proper manner of proceeding.
If the Commonwealth Government is, as it
were, the financial overlord and has the sole
right of raising money by taxation or by
other meuns, it is possible for that Govern-
ment to over-ride whatever opinion the State
might put forward. Therefore, it is neces-
sary that the viewpoint, which has been put
forward by the Leader of the Opposition in
the motion, should be very carefully econ-
sidered by the members of this Parliament
and should be put foreibly to the powers
that he in the Federal sphers.

It is evident that we are not alone in this
outlook towards the Commonwealth. Both
Tasmania and South Australia are in some-
what the same position as ourselves. If we
make our opinions known to the Common-
wealth Government sufficiently strongly, to-
gether with those other States, and pot them
up in a logical and straightforward manner
then, if the Commonwenlth Government is
actuated by a real desire to develop Western
Australia to a point at which it can fulfil
its proper part in the Commonwealth, that
Government shounld agres to our viewpoint
and adopt a policy in which not only will the
interests of the Commonwealth as a whole be
safeguarded, but the development of Western
Australia. will be along such lines as to pro-
vide for the State a well-balanced economy
and provide also that the industries which
are already established will be permitted to
develop further along sound lines, and new
industrics that we hope may be established
here will be established on such a foundation
that there will not be any fear of depressions
or recessions at any future time. I have
pieasure in supporting the motion and com-
mend it to members of the House.

On motion by the Minister for Works,
debate adjourned.

MOTION—ELECTRICITY ACT.
Ta Disallow Cinematograph Regulation.

Debate resumed from the 31st August on
the following mofion by Mr. Marshall:—

That Regulation No. 114A made under the
Electrieity Act, 1937, as published in the ‘' Gov-
cernment Gazette’’ on the 279t May, 1843, and
Iaid npon the Table of the House on the 10th
day of August, 1943, be and the same is here-
by disallowed.
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THE MINISTER FOR WORKS [831]:
The regulation to which the member for
Murchison has taken exeeption reads as fol-
lows:—

114A, No person shall employ or permit or

suffer to be employed as a cinematograph
operator in charge of a projection cabin of
a cinematograph in a public building any per-
son who is not registered and does mot hold a
current license as a cinematograph operator,
or who does not hold a current temporary
license to act as a cinematograph operater
issued under Regulation 122A of these regula-
tions,
The hon. member’s objection to the regula-
tion is that it includes mo provision for a
cinematograph operator to be employed on
a permit. The word “permit” does appear
in several regulations but was omitted when
the regulation nnder discussion was being
framed. T understand the member for Mur-
chison will be satisfied to withdraw his mo-
tion provided the necessary words are added
to the regunlation. If that were done the
regulation would provide for the employ-
ment, in addition to those already mentioned,
of operators under a permit. I give ap
undertaking that, if the motion is withdrawn,
the regulation will be amended by the inelu-
sion of the necessary words.

MR. MARSHALL (Murchison—in re-
ply): In view of the explanation of the
Minister, T ask leave of the Fouse to with-
draw my motion.

Motion, by leave, withdrawn,

MOTION—STANDING ORDERS,
AMENDMENT.

As to Time Limit for Specches, Etc.

Debate resumed from the 1st September
on the following motion by Mr. North:—

That in the opinion of this House the Stand-
ing Orders necd amendment in the direction of
limiting the fime of speeches, and extending
the powers of private members, and in other
ways, and requests the Standing Orders Com-

mittee to give its consideration to these ques-
tions.

MR. WATTS (Katanning) {8.33]: I am,
to a certain extent, in sympathy with the
desire for a revision of the Standing Orders,
but I do not think the member for Clare-
mont has approached the subject in a man-
ner that does him justice. I think the major
matters he mentioned had reference to
amending the Standing Orders to restrict
the time allowed for speeches and also in
regard to the broadcasting of speeches de-
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livered during the course of proceedings n
this House. Dealing with the first matter,
during the period I have been a member of
this Chamber, o matter of eight years or so,
there has been on but very rare occasions
need for a revision of that character.

Myx. North: That is guite so.

Mr. WATTS; Whatever have been the de-
fects of members during that period—I have
no doubt there may have been some defects—
one of them has not been the taking up of
time unnecessarily—except on very rare oc-
casions. Generally speaking, members ap-
proach subjects for diseussion in a most
reasonable manner. If the subjeet is in-
volved obviously more time must bhe taken
up with the diseussion than is necessary if
the issue is simple. In my opinion no mem-
ber has been wccustomed to waste the time
of the Honse, If the Standing Orders were
amended to restrict the time for members’
speeches, we would eertainly extend certain
privileges to Ministers or those responsible
for the introduction of Bills, also, perhaps,
to the Leader of the Opposition and to
others. Under the system we have adopied
in the past there is no justification for such
a mave.

Frequently we find that the discussion
upon the seeond reading of Bills is handled
by a number of members, particularly by
those on the QOppesition side of the House
who are, and should be, entitled to any
reasonable time neecssary to explain their
point of view and, in many instances, that
of those with whom they are associated.
There has ‘been no overloading of time re-
garding speeches within my recollection, and
I certainly do not think that the Standing
Orders Committee at this stage should con-
eern itself with that phase. Now I come to
the question of broadeasting which may be
eminently desirable in some of its aspects.
Were we in the position of the Common-
wealth Government and were the stations of
the Australian Broadeasting Commission
under our eontrol, the member for Claremont
could have advaneed a mueh stronger case in
support of his suggestion. Existing circum-
stances are such that we have no control
whatever over the broadcasting stations and
we are aware that the A.B.C, has always
placed restrictions upon talks of a political
character.

Mr. Thorn: Goodness knows, the people
have suffered enough in that respect al-
ready.
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Mr. WATTS: I think the authorities
have been wise in imposing that restrietion,
In any event, as I understand the system
operating in conneclion with the national
brosdecasting stations, I think we would
quickly find that instead of the privilege
sought being of use to members generally
it wonld necessarily be limited to very few.

The Minister for Mines: The people have
enough worries now.

Mr. WATTS: I shall not indulge in
an argument on that point, although I may
have something to say about it later on.
As I say, the privilege would be limited to
very few members of the House. Such a
coursg would not be justified because it
would provide a restricted number of mem-
bers with a certain amount of publicity, and
I do not think that is warranted. As to
whether the people desire such broadeasts,
I have not the knowledge warranting me to
express an opinion. I am certain that if
the outside public had had an opportunity
to listen in to the speeeh delivered by the
member for Canning this afternoon they
would not only have been astounded at the
wealth of detail offered by him concerning
the involved matters he dealt with, but they
might also have been able to enter into a Press
controversy subsequently on the question of
whether or not he correetly pronounced the
names of minerals and places ke mentioned
during the course of his remarks. Of course,
the speech might have provided the public
with amusement of a sort, but of that mem-
bers can judge for themselves. For my part,
I do not know whether the public would de-
sire such a service. Assuming that the
people would desire it, as this Parliament
has no control over broadecasting we would
quickly discover insuperable' difficulties.
That is not to say, although the motion does
not refer to the point, that our Standing
Orders do not require some attention.

The Minister for Works: Personally, I
cannot understand Opposition members ask-
ing that the Standing Orders be amended
in & direction that would invite the Qovern-
ment to apply the gag.

Myr. Doney: Not the Grovernment, but Mr.
Speaker.

Mr. WATTS: I am not in favour of the
proposal advanced by the memher for Clare-
mont because I do not think the freedom of
speech granted to members of this House
has been abused, and until that abuse arises
1 see no necessity to deal with that phase.
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Mr, McLarty: Have you bad any experi-
ence of all-night sittings?
Mr, Marshall: What do you know about

.all-night sittings?

Mr. WATTS: In my opinion Standing
Order 109, which deals with questions seek-
ing information regarding publie business,
should receive attention. That Standing
Order reads—

At the time of giving notices of motion,

questions of which notice has been given to the
Clerk at the Table before 5 p.m, may be put
to Ministers of the Crown relating to public
affaivs; and to other members relating to any
Bill, motion, or other public matter connected
with tbe business of the ITouse, in whieh such
memhbers may be concerned,
I partienlarly desire to deal with the first
part of the Standing Order which refers to
notices being in the hands of the Clerk be-
fore 5 p.m. That has led to some extraordin-
ary results. For example, during the week
over which this House adjourned for the
Federal election campaign, it was impossible
to place on the notice paper a question to
be asked on the subsequent Tuesday when
the sittings were resumed, heraure under
this Standing Order notice had to he given
hefore 5 p.m. on the Thursday when the
House adjourned. The effect of that was
that an answer could not he obtained fo
such a question for a period of 11 days.
Normally a question handed in hy 53 p.m.
on Thursday would be answered on the fol-
lowing Tuesday. The provision ineluded in
Standing Order 109 is quite unnecessary.
Surely it should be possible for the notice
to be handed in on Friday or even on Mon-
day. It seems to me that consideration should
he given to the convenience of members
and an alteration of the Standing Qrder
effected.

Incidentally, some time ago a report was
submitted to the House by the Standing
Orders Committee. I think you, Mr. Speaker,
submitted it to us and the report inecluded
a number of suggestions. Consideration was
given to the report, but when we were half
way through the reecommendations a motion
for the adjournment was agreed to and no-
thing has since been heard of it. As far
ay I know nothing more has been done.
I have some recollection of the matters dealt
with and I think some of them were very
desirable. To my way of thinking it was
a pity that the consideration of the report
was not proceeded with. I suggest that
the Standing Orders Committee get to work
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very promptly so that we may at an early
stage give consideration to essential ameng.
ments to the Standing Orders. Unquestion-
ably some of them are a little antiquated.
For instance, one places you, Mr. Speaker,
in grave doubt as to whether a member who
has given notice of motion is entitled to
ask that ils consideration he postponed.

I think the Standing Order provides that
if the member who has given notice of mo-
tion does not rise in his place to move it,
the item is struck off the notice paper. That
seems to mwe an extraordinary provision. If
a member did not stand in his place to take
some action regarding the notice there would
be some justification for a provision of that
nature. But if the hon. member who has
given notice seeks to postpone the motion,
then surely it should not be » matter of over-
looking his sin but a matter of right that
he should be able to move that his ewn mo-
tion be postponed, because frequently, with
the very best of intentions, a member who
bas given notice of motion and finds him-
self without the necessary data to work on
and pat up his ecase, wants the matter post-
poned. I desire to support the motion, but
I move an amendment—

That the words ‘‘in the direetion of limit-
ing the time of speeches, and exteading the

powerg of private members, and in other ways’’
be struck ont.

MR, NORTH (Claremont—on amend-
ment}: The motion was only brought for-
ward for the purpose of meeting the wishes
of the House, and not to meet any whim of
my own. There are occasions, it seems to me,
when private members are liable to overstep
the mark and, when they need time, the
good sense of the House would permit them
time. Some members will recollect that when
the parties in the Hous¢ change places,
when the Government sits on what is now
our side and we sit on the other side, certain
debates occur and last all night, or per-
haps two nights. I think we might well take
a leaf out of the book of the Eastern States,
where these privileges are limited. If there
is & time limit on speeches, ne hardship what-
ever will be inflicted. It is only a case of
providing for where decency is overstepped.
There might be such a ease only onece in two
or three years. The idea is submitted to the
House without any personal view, It is
possible to have a privilege abused and, if
the proposal would apply only seldom, still
it should be adepted. The provision has
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never been questioned in the BEastern States,
where it obtains,

I agree entirely with the Leader of the
Opposition that during his time we have
been singularly fortunate. The object of the
sccond amendment is to take the opportunity
to inerease private members’ powers. I am
sorry the Leader of the Opposition did not
deal with that aspect, beeause the position
there is definitely one of which he himself
has complained in the House. It points in
the direction where members on this side of
the Chamber have not suceeeded in getting
their motions, when earried, put into effect.
That, to my mind, as a very damaging re-
fleetion on this Parlinment. The Leader of
the ‘Opposition gave instances where private
meinbers’ motions had been passed but not
carried into effeet. The adoption of the pro-
posal would not eause the Government to
lpse an iota of power, because a motion
wonld never have been earried if the Gov-
ernment did not wish it carvied. If the
amendment of the Leader of the Opposition
is earried, the opportunity of making such
changes will be lost to the Standing Orders
Committee. Of course if the House desires
merely to have two ar three Standing Orders
amended on the line suggested in the amend-
ment by members of the Standing Ovders
Committee, very well.

MR. DONEY (Williams-Narrogin—on
amendment) : For the guidanee of the House
I think I should explain that the Leader of
the Opposition said that to the best of his
tecolleetion the report he referred to, of the
Standing Orders Committee—

Mr. SPEAKER: All that is now under
discussion is the amendment to strike out
certain words. The hon. member will be
able to speak to the other matter later:

Point of Order,

The Minister for Mines: Shall I be in
order in moving an amendment on the
amendment of the Leader of the Oppositiont

Mr. Speaker: Yes.

The Minister for Mines: I should like to
move that the amendment be amended by
striking out the words “these guestions.”

Mr. Speaker: That will be a later amend-
ment.

Debate Resumed.

Myr. DONEY : I desire to speak in opposi-
tion to the proposed further amendment. As
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far as T see, the motion has been pretty well
deprived of any meaning. Certainly, the
meaning left now is not one worth persever-
ing with. Equally cevtain is it that the motion
which will remain will earry no direction
whatever to the Standing Orders Committee.
For that reason, I am of opinion that the
amendment ought not to succeed.

ME, WITHERS (Bunbury—on amend-
ment): If 1 understand the Leader of the
Opposition aright, the amendment will not
debar the Standing Orders Committee from
including in its recommendations what the
member for Claremont sets out in his
motion,

Mr, Watts: I do not want to limit the
committee to those matters.

Mr. WITHERS: The Standing Orders
Committee should be left to go into the ques-
tion of amending the Standing Orders; it
should be free to suggest what amendmenty
it considers to be right.

Mr. Doney: That is, right from the start
to the finish.

Mr. WITHERS: If the motion is left as
it stands, the committee will be limited to
an inquiry into the particular matters set
forth, The amendment should be carried
g0 that the Standing Orders Committee will
have foll power to suggest amendments to
all the Standing Orders. The amendment
would have to be altered as suggested by the
Minister for Mines. In my opinion it should
then be carried.

HON. N. EKEENAN (XNedlands—on
amendment) : The objections taken to the
molion appearing on the notice paper do not
appear to be well founded, because the mo-
lion clearly =cts out that, in the opinion of
the House, the Standing Orders need amend-
ment, firstly, in the direction of limiting the
time for speeches, secondly, extending the
pewers of private members and, thirvdly, in
other ways. Complete liborty of aetion i
preserved to the Standing Orders Com-
mitlee.

The Minister for Mines: But the motion
limits the Standing Orders Committee.

Hon, N. KFENAN: Xo, because it goes
on to say “and in other ways.” Liberty of
action is entirely untouched.

MER. F. €. L. SMITH (Brown Hill-Ivan-
hoe—on amendment}: T am wondering
whether the words “and in other ways” will
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be left in the motion should the amendment
be carried.

Mr, SPEAKER: The amendment is to
strike out the words “in the direction nf
limiting the time of speeches, and extending
the powers of private members, and in other
ways.”

Mr. F. C. L. SMITH: My desire is that
the words ‘“and in other ways” should re-
main, as that would give the Standing Orders
Committee authority to go into the question
of limiting the time of speeches, as well as
anthority to deal with the Standing Orders
generally. I take it I am right in assuming
that the recommendations of the Standing
Ovders Committee will not of necessity be
adopted; they will have to be considered by
the House. We should therefore give the
Standing Orders Committee the opportunity
to go into the questions of amending the
Standing Orders and limiting the time for
gpeeches. I move—

That the amendment be amended by the re-
tention of the words ‘“and in gther ways.””

Amendment on amendment put and nega-
tived.

Amendment put and pegatived.

On motion by Mr. Marshall, debate ad-
journed.

MOTION-—-ROAD SERVICES.
As to Control of Passenger Traffic.

Debate resumed from the 1st September
on the following motion hy Hon. N.
Keenan :—

That in the opinion of this Housce the pre-
gent abseuce of proper control of intending
passengers when attempting to board trams and
huses at city terminala during peak periods of
traftic, aa well as causing confusion resulting
in much ineonvenience to patrons of these ser-
vives, is conducive to grave danger of aveident,
and that a committee consisting of onc repre-
sentative of the W.A. Government Tramways
Department and one representative of the Police
Traflie Department amd one representative of
the Nedluds Road Board, acting for and on
behalf of the travelling public should be ap-
pointed to report on the best means for econ-
trol of such trailic and for elimination of such
danger and ineonvenience.

THE MINISTER FOR THE NORTE-
WEST [9.3]: I hope the House will not
agree to the motion, thongh probably
it would approve of some inquiry being held,
as members listened very attentively to the
remarks of the hon. member when he was
speaking. The Police Department, which is
in control of the traffic of the State, like-
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wise agrees that it has no objection to an
unbiased inquiry into ifs aetivities or into
the question of traffic generally. There are
two reasons why the motion should not be
agreed to which should influence members
to vote against it. Firstly, if members will
rezd the mwotion earcfully, they will sev that
it proposes to nominate three particular
persons to be a committee to make the neces-
sury inquiry into the traffic jams that are
occurring in the eity area. In faet, the three
people are actually nominated by the word-
ing of the motion. On the evidence of the
mover, those three partieular persons have
heen discussing or arguing the virtues of
the motion for the past 18 months, but have
achieved nothing and got nowhere.  We
know the three gentlemen have discussed this
matter from many angles and that they had
a correspondence war extending over 18
months. Tt would therefore be foolish of
the House to appoint them as a committee,
beeause probably they would achieve no-
thing, except perhaps to have a dirty linen
washing eampaign amongst themselves.

Secondly, in my opinion, one of the three
oentlemen, the representative of the Ned-
lands Road Board, has no partienlar prior-
ity to appointment to a committee to in-
quire into these traffic jams. I think they
wounld be at least subservient to the City
Council of Perth. IF any loeal authority
should Dbe represented it is the Perth City
Couneil. For those reasons I hope the
House will not agree to that particular por-
tion of the motion, Further, I am satisfled
from the inquiries I have been able to make
in the time at my disposal and in following
the arguments that have taken place, that
thexre is some virtue and some truth in some
of the statements made by the hon. member
whep putting forward his case in favour
of the motion. I am also convinced, how-
ever, that some of his statements were not
in aecord with fact, and that the wording
of the motion would very much mislead un-
sophisticated persons who do not patronise
the trams ona buses to any great extent.
Those statements would lead people to be-
lieve that it iz positively dangerous even to
sttempt to catech a tram or bus in the peak
period,

Mr. Seward: It is!

The MINISTER FOR THE NORTH-
WEST: I disagrer with the hon. member.
I do not think it is anything of the sort.
It might be a case of the survival of the
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fittest as far ns getting on to & bus and
getting home first is coneerned, but I dis-
agree that it is dangerous to attempt to catch
a bus or tram at the peak period. The
speech of the hon. member would give that
impression.

Hon. N, Keenan: Would you please re-
peat what you have said? 1 did not hea:.

The MINISTER FOR THE NORTH-
WEST: If some of the conmversations that
are taking place could be stopped the hon.
member would hear much mere distinetly.

Mr, SPEAKER: Qrder!

The MINISTER FOR THE XNORTH-
WEST: In his remarks in moving the mo-
tion the hon, member said that one issue to
which the cemmittee should address itself
was whether such cases of disorder had in
fact created a grave danger and risk to
human Jife. He said that this had unfor-
tunately been determined by the faet thay
two persons had lost their lives. 1t is a
foet that two persons did lose their lives,
one in a trolley-bus aceident and one in a

Beam bus aceident, but the accidents
had nothing to do with the erush
caused by the peak period rush to

eateh trams and buses. The hon. member
quoted three cases of accidents that had
oceurred. One concerned an elderly lady
whom he said he saw pushed over and
knocked down when entering a bus. I do
not contradiet that, beecause I know that it
is possibie for it to happen. He also made
reference to the two fatal accidents, and his
remarks would lead people to believe that
those fatal aceidents occurred through the
rush to get on or off huses. The evidenee on
the file discloses that that did not happen.
Those accidents took place in connection with
moving buses, In one instance a lad jumped
off a moving bus turning from William-street
into St. George's-terrace. In the other, a
man ran after and tried to jump on a mov-
ing Beam bus.

These two aceidents had nothing to do with
the general crush at the peak period through
people trying to catch buses. Even had a
quene been lined up and a policeman placed
in control neither of the accidents could have
been prevented bhecause they did not happen
through a erowd rushing to board a bus. I
wani to point that out because members who
did not follow the reports of these accidents
through the Press might have it in mind that
the aceidents occurred owing to the erush
nt some peak period. I have no wish to
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resurrect the untoward happenings, but it
is ns well for me to rcad from the file in
reference to the unfortunate gentleman who
lost his life in trying to climb on the bus.
His own statement indicates that the acei-
dent did not happen throngh a crowd at-
tempting to board a bus. That statement
was—

At about 12.20 a.m, on Friday, 30/4/43, I

was sitting on my haunches on the footpath
against the wall of Elder 8mith’s in the door-
way onh the corner of William-gtreet and St.
George 's-terrace, 1 was waiting to catch a bus
home. A Beam bus then drove north in Wil-
liam-street to turn left (west) into 8t.
George’s-terrace. As the bus was turning the
corner I recalised that that was the ome I
wanted to cateh. I jumped up and ran to the
bus door, grabbed both rails with both hands
and my feet must have slipped and the left
front wheel of the bus (which is behind the
door) caught my left foot, pulled me down and
ran right along my leg and off at my thigh.
The bus stopped almost immediately,
It will be seen that even if there had been
a queue with police in charge of it that acei-
dent could not have been prevented. I will
not waste the time of the House in reading
the details of the other aceident in which a
lad jumped off a bus which was moving.
His foot was eaught and the consequences
were very serious. The two points I have
mentioned are, firstly, that I do not think
the committee proposed in the motion is the
correet one to be appointed by this House
to ingaire into something which it hag
already discussed for the past 18 months
without achieving any results; and, secondly,
the two fatal accidents referred to by the
hon, member have nothing to do with the
erash at peak periods and should not have
heen referred to with a view to influencing
this House to support the motion. I in-
tend to move an amendment which should
satisfy members. This will provide that an
inquiry should be held by a committee which
will be larger and more unbiased than that
proposed in the motion.

The hon. member put forward many
reasons why a committee should be ap-
pointed. I do not propose to veply to all
the arguments put forward by him. He
spoke about people queneing up at the races,
at railway stations and picture shows, cte.
All that is perfectly trre, but the eircum-
stances are not comparable to people queue-
ing up to catch moving huses and trams.
If members go to the races and want to
buy tote tickets they will find railings out-
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stde the windows, and the first four or five
people get into a little race or erush so that
the remainder have to line up in single file.
1t is easy to put forward these circumstances,
but they are not really comparable, I am
not going fo itry to combat the arguments
advanced by the member for Nediands
because it is not necessary to do so. If the
House agrees to this ecommittee it will be
its job to inquire into all the allegations
made by the hon. member, and those made
by the general publi¢c through the Press and
any ‘argumcnts that the Nedlands Road
Board thinks fit to bring forward. T think
what the hon. member intends is to have a
competent committee to inguire into the
various arguments and then to make some
recommendations to adjust the matter and
rectify it. The committee that I refer to in
my proposed amendment is known as the
Traffic Advisory Committee. It is widely
representative, representing the interests of
the City Council, the Local Government
Association, the Royal Automobile Club and
the Police Traffie Department. That is the
right sort of committee to appoint for this
job and should be better than the one pro-
posed by the member for Nedlands. I move
an amendment—

That all the words after the word ‘‘ House’’
be struck out, with a view to inserting the
following words:—*‘the Traffic Advisory Com-
mittee consisting of Messrs. Rattray represent-
ing the Public Works Department (Chairman);
Hayes—the Automobile Club; Rosman—the
Local Government Assogiation; Jenkins—the
Perth City Council; Glover—the Tramways De-
partment; Davidson—the Town Planning Com-
mission; and Inspector Campbell of the Police
Traffic Department should be authorised to
inquire into and report upon the best means
for the control of intending passcngers when
they are attempting $o board trams and buses
at city terminals during peak periods of
traffic.’?

BON. N. EKEENAN (Nedlands—on
amendment) : The motion appearing on the
notice paper asks for a committee to be ap-
pointed to inquire into eertain alleged facts.
If these alleged facts did not exist thab
would be the end of it. If the committee
found that the alleged facts were only fiction
it eould not then go any further, bui there
must be some allegation of fact or it will
have nothing to go on. The amendment does
not seek to allege anything at all. It pro-
poses to appoini certain persons, set out by
name, and give them authority to inguire
into and report on the best means of con-
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trolling all intending passengers when they
are attempting to board trams and buses at
¢city terminals during peak periods of traffie.
That is not the inquiry desired. The in-
quiry that is wanted is one to go into the
question whether, as alleged, it is true that
when peak traflic takes place there are dis-
orderly scenes jeading to personal violence
by those attempting to board the buses or
trams; and secondly, if that is the ecase,
what remedy shall be applied. It is
a very simple request and, I submit, a just
and proper one. But this amendment would
take out the whole of the grounds on which
the request is made and leave it in the air.

What is this suggested committee going
to inquire into? If it so pleased it could,
apparently, inquire into any control of in-
tending passengers—nof because they mis-
behaved themselves but heeause the committee
did not like the look of them, or for some
other ridiculous reason. If there is no vie-
lenee at tha buses or the trams at the time
of peak traffic then there is nothing to in-
quire into. That is the first question for the
committee to determine. As I have already
told the House, that is denied by Mr. Taylor.
He suppgested that no sueh things happen at
all; that there is no crowding er crushing.
If that is correct there is nothing to inquire
into and no ground for complaint. If the
Minister in charge of Tramways accepted
Mr. Taylor’s say so—

The Minister for Railways: I have seen
for myself what occurs.

Hon. N. KEENAN: On some happy ocea-
sion the DMinister was present to confirm
what Mr. Taylor said.

The Minister for Works: Mr. Taylor is
not on this committee.

Hon, N. KEENAN: No, but it has been
supgested that in the terms of the motion
he would be on the committee. Why shounld
he be? The motion does not nominate him,
but merely a representative of the Tramway
Department. Why should he he Mr. Taylor?
If it is corrcet that Mr. Taylor, Inspector
Campbell and some representative of the
road hoard have been at one another for the
last 18 months, as the Minister for the
North-West said—

The Minister for the North-West: You
said it.

Hon. N. KEENAN: Inspector Campbell
could still be on the board of inquiry. One
of the principal wranglers would still be re-
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tuined. I do not look on Inspecter Camphelt
as being a wrangler.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! I do not think
we have got down to Inspector Campbell
yet. All we are diseussing is whether these
words shall be struck out.

Hon. N, KEENAN: Am I right in saying
that it is proposed to strike them out with
# view to inserting other words?

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member can
show reasons why they should not be struck
out.

Hon. N. KEENAN: Am I precluded from
dealing with the words proposed to be sub-
stituted ?

Mr. SPEAKER: I have already allowed
the hon, member to mention them but he is
not in order in making a speech on the
words proposed to be inserted. Al he is
allowed to disenss are the words proposed
to be struek out.

Hon. N. KEENAN: I find it very hard to
reply to the remarks made by the Minister.

My, SPEAKER: That js not the Speaker’s
fanlt.

Hon. N. KEENAN; Not at present. It
might have been at an earlier stage. If an
amendment is moved and it is preeeded by
a wrong statement, surely when replying o
it—

The Minister for Mines: The Minister was
speaking to your motion.

Hon. N, KEENAN: The Minister for
Mines in merely dealing with reminiscences
of when he was himself the Speaker.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber is only in order in discussing the words
proposed to be struck out. He can give
any reasons he likes to show why they
should not be struck out.

Hon. N. KEEENAN: 1In repard to the
words now proposed te be struck out, these
incidents led to grave danger of accident.
The ecoroner at the inguest on one of these
cases, did, in fact, in his coronial remarks,
point out to the jury the scenes of violence
at the bus terminals. He actually used the
reference which I now bring before the
House, and which I have already used,
namely—

I dircet the attention of the authorities to
these disorderly scenes.

He said that if these disorderly seencs were
not part and parcel of everyday occurrenees,
this accident would not have happeped—
nof, perhaps, that it would not have hap-
pened but would not have been likely to
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have happened. He aitributed the happen-
ing of the accident to the disorderly secenes.

The Minister for the North-West: He did
not,.

Hon. N, KEENAN: I am informed that
he did. I am not prepared to say; I have
not read the coroner’s observations my-
self, but T am told that he did. In order
to et on a bus, if one is a person of some
agility, one goes down to William-street and
boards the bus as it rounds the corner and
before it comes to a stop. The reason is
that there is an open go at the stopping
pluce. By doing so, one gets away from the
nob trying to squeeze in at the place where
the bus pulls up. The same remarks apply
to the other aceident. It did not occur at
the actual bus stop, but it was clearly ve-
lated to the fact that st the bus stop these
seenes of violence occur. T ask the Hounse
to retain the following words:—

the present absenee of proper control of in-

tending passengers when attempting to hoard
trams and buses at city terminals during peak
periods of traffie, as well as causing confusion
resulting in mueh ineonvenience to patrons of
these services, is conducive to grave danger of
necident.
I have no particular objection to the appoint-
ment of a committee of a different kind
from that proposed in the motion. That is
quite another matter, But to eliminate the
facts I have mentioned would be to elimin-
ate the whole ground on which the motion
is based.

MR. DONEY (Williams-Narrogin—on
amendment) : The member for Nedlands is
Justified in taking the objection he has to
the amendment. 1 hope the Minister will
heed the views that the hon. member has
exprossed, Tf all the words that matter are
lett out, there will remain no direction what-
ever to the ecommittee. There will be no
reason stated why it should take the aetion
requived by the words at the end of the
nmotion. Theve is no reason why some dele-
tion should not he made, hut instead of its
being all the words after *“House” I sug-
west that the Minister be content to delete
all the words after “consisting of” in line 11,
and then ineluding the words that form the
text of his amendment. This would entail
the leaving out of all the words from “con-
trol of” to the end of the amendment and in-
serting “and report upon the hest means
for the control of the sitmation hereover re-
ferred to.” My reason for suggesting the al-
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teration is that the sense of the words in the
last two lines is already set out in the notion
of the member for Nedlands. I hope the
Minister will indicate now that he is agree-
able to my proposal. By agreeing, he will
not lose anything and the purport of the
motion will be the more easily understood
by the proposed committee.

MR. MARSHALL (Murchison — on
amendment) : The member for Nedlands
is arguing on the difference between Tweedie-
dum and Tweedledee. The words “the pre-
sent absence of proper control of intending
Ppassengers when attempting to board trams
and buses at city terminals during peak
periods of traffie” constitute the essence of
his motion. All the rest is filling, which
merely alludes to danger, inconvenience and
other factors to the detriment of the public.
The hon, member must frankly confess that
the words proposed to be struck out by the
Minister, in essence, mean onjy the same
thing as the first few words of the motion T
have vead. The absence of proper control
is all that the hon. member is concerned
about. The rest comprises contending factors
in velation to proper control.

The Minister for Labour: Trimmings.

Mr. MARSHALL: Yes. Every member
realises the urgent necessity for proper con-
trol.

Alr, Sewnrd: The Government does not.

Mr. MARSHALL: Then we must try to
impress upon the Government that it is
necessary to take proper control at the ter-
minels during peak periods. The membey
for Nedlands took cxeeption to the deletion
of the words on the ground that, if the re-
ference to ineonvenience and danger to
patrons were excised, the motion would be
robbed of its snbstance. T suggest that that
is not so. The hon. member wants more effi-
cient control; the Minister does not intend
to deny him that and the amendment will not
deny him thaoi. The Minister proposes to
substitnte words that will give effect to the
very desires of the hon. member, except
that he proposes 2 different committee,

The hon. member should not be too strong
in his opposition to the amendment. If the
words are pot deleted, he eannot expect many
members to support the motion. I would
have to vote ngainst it because it iz parochial.
The inference is that special provision is to
be made for and special consideration given
to the people who travel from the city
to Nedlands, to the exclusion of all
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others. T will support a proposal to
give proper control regarding all pas-
sengers, and the Minister's amendment
will do it. The members of the committee
mentioned by the Minister are the most sait-
able people to consider the question of tak-
ing proper control. If the hon. member
presses his objection, I shall be placed in
the invidious position of having to opposec
him, although I belicve that proper eontrol
should be taken, T travel from a terminal
in the eity that requires proper control,
but the chairman of the Nedlands Road
Board would not feel mueh concerned about
me,

Mr. Doney: The member for Nedlands is
preparcd to aceept the Minister's committec.

Mr. MARSHALL: But why does he in-
sist on retaining all the filling, which is
not essential? If we have proper control
of traflie, the danger and inconvenience will
he eliminated. All the hon. member wants
is proper control and I am prepared to
assist him to get it. But if he will not be
reasonable and let us help him to get pro-
per control for all terminals and for all
{he people of the State, I shall find myself
obliged to vote against the motion.

MR. SEWARD (Pingelly—on amend-
ment): I oppose thc amendment, and I
hope the motion as moved by the member
for Nedlands will be carried. I referred to
this matter when speaking on the Address-
ir-reply. Tt svems peeuliar that the Minis-
ter now wants another report of some other
eommittee when he alveady has two reports.
[ do not see that we have any hope of ob-
taining better results from the proposed
committee’s report than we have derived
from the rveports of the other two eommil-
tees, The Minister proposes a committee of
soven members to do the work that a commit-
{ee of three is supposcd to do—and I helieve
that hetter results would be obtained from
the latter body. Cerftainly a smaller com-
mittee would get resnlts much more quickly.
I regret that the Minister in his remarks
did net give us an account of the report
which the Transport Board made not long
ago. Personally, if T had anything to do
with the matter, I would put it in the hands
of the Transport Board. I would have
imuch more confidence in the board than in
the large body proposed by the Minister. T
alro want the fuller terms used by the mem-
bher for Nedlands, hecause I am going to
raise ancther aspeet.
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Repeatedly T have seen trams coming up
Hay-street at G o’clock at night with the
rear part of the platform almost dragging
on the ground hbecause of the weight of
passengers crowded on it and on the steps.
We have few enough trams in the city at
the prinecipal times awnd, if we overload
them, they will break down and the people
will not have any trams at all. How on
earth the unftortunate conductresses get
through the erowded trams at night-time I
do not know! Owing to the congestion,
sometimes one is not able to get a tram for
a quarter of an hour, One can easily walk
from Parliament House to the Town Hall
without being overtaken by a tram. I trust
the House will support the motion in prefer-
ence to the amendment of the Minister pro-
posing a large commitiee,

MR. CROS8S (Canning—on amendment)
I cannot support the motion of the member
for Nedlands, It is easy to believe that he
has not seen much of this problem recently
in the Eastern States, where the experts have
deeided to do nothing.

Mr. SPEAKER: Ordor!
cussing  whether  certain
struck out.

Mr. CROSS: T am giving reasons why
they should be struck out. I support the
Minister’s amendment becanse I think it is
more feasible. Other places have piven the
matter consideration and bave decided to do
nothing.

3r, Donev: Te what placcs are you re-
forring?

Mr. CROSS: Melbourne and Sydney.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

My, CROSS: One goes on trams in Mel-
hourne and-——

Mr, SPEAKER: Order! Melbourne has
nothing to do with the proposed striking-out
of these words.

Mr. CROSS:
amendment,

MR. J. HEGNEY (Middle Swan—on
amendment): I support the Minister’s
amendment to strike out certain words with
a view to inserting “Transport Advisory
Board.” That is an authority set up for the
special purpose, and one that has been in
existenee for yenrs and in my opinion
should funetion more actively than it does
in the control of traffic. The activities of
the board ave lmited, and do not extend to
the present problem. The hoard denls only

We are dis-
words should be

1 support the Minister’s
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with routes. It does not deal with alignment
of buses. The same remarks apply to the
Traffic Branch of the Police. The Minister’s
proposal is the most practieal. I do not
know why the Minister for Mines is laughing
at me.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber must get back to the question.

Mr. J. HEGNEY : As regards the control
of traffiec, other people are concerned. We
are anxious to get to the kernel of the ques-
tion by having the subject examined; and the
Minister's amendment is designed to further
the object in view.

Amendment (to strike out words) put and
passed.

THE MINISTER FOR THE NORTH-
WEST: I move—

That the words propesed to be inserted be
inserted.

HON. N. KEENAN (Nedlands—on
amendment) : In the present state of the
motion on the notice paper, it is desirable to
add something to it, even if the addition is
not entirely in aceordance with my view. I
am not eriticising the personnel of the pro-
posed traffie advisory committee, but I would
like the Minister to tell me whether it will
hold its inquiry in public so as to enable
members of the public to give evidence.
Secondly, will it proceed to earry out the
instructions contained in the motion at some
reasonable date?

The Minister for the North-West: The
committee would, of course, have the right
to call evidence.

Hon. N. KEENAN': I am not asking that.
Is it the intention that the committee should
do so?

The Minister for the North-West: The
chairman of the committee will be in control,
and of course he would call for information
from the publie.

The Premier: He would afford people the
opportunity to give evidence.

Hon, N. KEENAN : The reason I ask these
questions is that the proposed committce may
simply meke an inspection at a time when
there is nothing untoward to see, such as
happened when the Minister for Railways
made an inspection, whereas on every other
day of the week there may be disgraceful
scenes. People who use these conveyances
should have an epportunity to give evidence
before the commitiee and say, “We have
seen these things, we were passengers or in-
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tending passengers and were attempting to
board the bus or tram when these happen-
ings took place.”

ME. F. C. L. SMITH (Brown Hill-Ivan-
hoe—on amendment) : I support the amend-
ment. I think it is desirable that some in-
quiry should be held into the best means of
eontrolling intending passengers in buses and
{rams. I have had 17 years’ experience in the
traflic section of a tramway department, hut
I wish members to understand that I am not
posing as any greater authority on the ques-
tion of the loading and unloading of trams
and of travelling conditions than is the gen-
eral publie, which is being subjecled to the in-
convenience and confusion that now arise in
the loading and unloading of trams and in
respect of travelling conditions, The control
of intending passengers is not a question en-
tirely confined to queues or to the matter of
a policeman being handy to see that the
people do not jostle and crowd each other.
It depends on other factors as well. When
bringing forward his motion, the member
for Nedlands spoke of the orderly fashion
in which he saw buses being loaded in Lon-
don; but the orderly behaviour of those pas-
sengers was due to the fact that there were
plenty of buses and plenty of room in them
when the passengers got in. In London there
is a bus every second or every minute. The
people know that when they get into the bus
they will have a reasonable chance of secur-
ing a seat, or at least of being able to stand
conveniently.

Personally, I do not think this question
will be resolved by quenes. The conditions
here do not ecompare unfavourably with those
prevailing in the Eastern States. The mem-
ber for Nedlands ought to be in Melbourne
and see people getting on buses which have
only one entrance and one exit, compared
with the number of exits and entrances in
some of the buses in this State, most of
which have two exits and two entrances.
Some control is exereised in this eity over
the loading and unloading of passengers on
trams. A person can go to the Town Hall on
any day and see both the motorman and eon-
ductor preventing people from getting on the
frams until the passengers who intend to
alight have alighted. To that extent the
passengers are controlled; the sitwation is
governed by the authority of the moterman
and the econductor. The question of forming
queues of passengers at the city terminals
of trams or buses is quite impractieable.
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1n Melbourne large numbers of people con-
gregate at various points at Flinders-street,
Collins-street, Bourke-street, Lonsdale-street
and so on right up to the Vietoria Markets.
As the member for Canning said, it wounld
be quite impossible even to think of forming
those people, standing in safety zones in the
roadway, into queues. I do not think the
question would be solved in that way here.
There is great diffienlty in controlling people
desiring to board a bus and obtain a seat in
it, if possible. In most queues people have
n reasonable chance of reaching their ob-
jective, if the objective is not to board a
tram or a bus. In view of the fact that our
trams are very much out of date, some con-
sideration should be given to the conveni-
ence of the passengers who have to stand.
All our transport facilities apparently have
no consideration at all for the passengers
who have to stand, yet they cater for the
publie on the basis that some passengers will
stand. That is done in Melbourne and other
cities as well.

In many of the trams in Sydney there is
no standing room for passengers although
sometimes passengers manage to squeeze be-
fween the people who are seated very close
together. T have seen it in Melbourne—and
I think it is a ridiculous state of affairs
there—and I have seen it here. But Mel-
bourne administers it better. In the central
portion of the tram thcre is accommaodation
for 16 people sitting down. I have counied
46 people standing up in the centrai portion
whilst 16 were sitting down. That is to say
there were 62 people altogether and 16 of
them took up as much room as the other 46,
whereas if the scats were taken out of the
ceniral portion nltogether the whole of the
62 passengers could stand up with some
comfort and convenience. That is what 1
have seen in Melbourne. The people over
there are so used to standing up on trams
that they do so even when seats are avail-
able. They cannot get out of the habit. One
ean see that happening frequently.

The question should be gone into in this
State. I venture to say that where 16 people
can be seated in one of the big cars we have
in the city, 40 could comforiably stand. But
there is no eatering for the people who have
to stand. A trolley-bus with seating accom-
modation for 35 has sometimes as many as
90 passengers. Where are they crowded?
They are crowded up the eentral aisle that
was never intended as standing sccommoda-
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tion for anybody. It is an exit and entrance
for those who are sitting down. If the traps-
port facilities generally are to be allowed
to cater for the people in this fashion, in
which they seek the patronage of so many
standing passengers against those sitting
down, it is only a fair thing that the con-
venience of those who of necessity have to
stand under existing conditions should be
considered and large numbers of seats taken
out in order to make comfortable standing
room for the passengers so catered for,

Mr. Withers: They are given a strap to
hold on to.

Mr. F. C. L. SMITH: We know that. I
am not putting this forward as a novel sug-
gestion or as an original idea, because 25
or 30 years ago in Rome they dealt with
peak passenger traffic by taking out all the
tram seats.

Mr. Triat: That would be impossible on
oceasions, It is nonsensical.

Mr. F. C. L. SMITH: Ti is not non-
sensical.

Mr. Triat: Of course it is!

Mr. F. C. L. SMITH: The hou. member
might think it is baot whkat about the people
who have to stand? In those trams in Rome
they arrange comfortable rails so that peo-
ple can stand and have something to hold
on to comfortably. I suppose they are
deing that there to this very day. There
is some justifieation for consideration being
given to people who have to stand. Get on
any tram when all the seafing accommo-
dation is gone and what does one find? The
people who are sitting down are set for the
rest of the journey but what about the peo-
ple who have to stand up? It is a case
of “Move up to the front, please” and
“Move down to the back, please,”” and the
conductor jostling backwards and forwards
to the great inconvenience hoth of himself
and the passengers, whereas if about 16
seats were taken out there would be room
for all that the bus could accommodate
standing down the aisle. I would not mind
if all stood up. It would be hetter than
the existing conditions. In Sydney when
they went into the question of providing
more seating accommodation on the electrie
trains they found it would cost £1,000,000,
and decided instead to take out some of the
seals and provide more standing accommo-
dation. I hope that the Committee, when
going into this question of the control of
intending passengers who are looking for-
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ward to some sort of comfort in the trams,
will take into consideration the points I have
mentioned.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS—(on
amendment): I think that what the mem-
ber for Nedlands and the House desire to
know is whether this committee will aetu-
ally conduet a proper investigation. The
Government is aware of the problem of the
overecrowding that takes place at peak
periods, not only in respeet to the routes
mentioned by the member for Nedlands but
generally. This Advisory Committce was
formed as a result of representations made
by locul authorities and publie bodies, in-
cloding the Automobile Club and it com-
prises representatives from the Automobile
Club, the City of Perth, the Road Boards
Association and competent Government offi-
cials. When it is asked whether a proper
inquiry will be made, the answer is that an
instruction will be given to the committee
to inquire properly into this problem. We
are not taking it lightly. We are anxiocus,
if possible, to overcome the diffieulty. Seo
far, the committee has advised on matfers
having to do with traffic regulations. The
difficulty was that regulations were presented
to this House and were the subject of aeri-
monious disecussion. We found that by re-
ferring matters to the committee we had
the advantage of the knowledpe of repre-
sentatives of the Automobile Club, the local
authorilies and our deparimental officers and
that regulations were presented which met
with the approval of the House and did not
excite disapproval. Se already the eommit-
tee has done good work. The member for
Nedlands desires to know whether evidence
may he given to that committee. I would
say, “Yes, certainly the committee will re-
ceive evidence.” But I hope the hon. member
does not think that the committee will hold
public meetings.

Hon. N. Kcenan: Oh no! Certzinly not!

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I hope
he does not think evidence will he taken
from all those complaining people who write
to the Press and are alleged aunthorities. The
committee will take evidence from repre-
sentatives of public bodies ircluding the
Nedlands Road Board and, I should think,
the Perth City Council and generally those
who are competent to advise. It will have
a proper investigation and I should say that
it will make a report and recommendations
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to the Government setting out its idea of
how the difficulty may be overcome, or at
least minimised. That is what will be done.
Members need have no fear that the com-
mittee—which is a very competent body of
selected men—will not report and deal ex-
haustively with this question.

Mr. Doney: Will the taking of evidence
be left to the committee’s diseretion or will
it be authorised to eall for it?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It will
be left to the committee’s discretion. The
members of the committee are capable of
knowing the evidence they desire and of
making up their minds on that point so
that the evidence taken may be of value and
assist the Government in dealing with this
problem, The Committee is a very com-
petent one and will conduct a proper in-
quiry, and as a result should find means of
minimising the difficulty, if not of solving
the problem.

MR. MARSHALL (Murchison — on
amendment): T want the assurance of either
the Minister for the North-West or the
Minister for Works that when the report
of the Committee has been presented to the
Government it will be presented to this
Chamber forthwith. 1 hope it will not be
treated, as so many of these reports are,
as a departmental doecument and that there
will be no further delays on the subject.
I trust that the report will be lodged as
carly as possible, and that after it has been
made we shall be able to see what is going
{o be done and sec that it is done. That
will facilitate a solution of the question the
member for Nedlands has rightly raised in
Lis motion.

The Minister for Works: We shall not
hush it up.

MR. CROS8SS (Canning—on amendment) :
I would like some attention to be given to
the phase of this question which is ecausing
the grealest amount of trouble. I venture
the opinion that the time concerning which
there is most complaint is twenty minutes
past five in the eity of Perth every working
day except Saturday, A similar state of
affoirs oceurs in Melbourne

Mr. Sampson: How do you know that?

Mr. CROSS: It has been known by the
Tramway Department for years. The great-
est peak period is at 20 past five in the
afternoon. There is a reason for that peak
traffic. That is the time when most manual
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workers are returning to their homes, and
it is also the time when the frying-pan
brigade—the people, mainly women, who
have been to the city picture shows and
other amusements—is going home.  That
position arises in Melbourne and Sydney
just the same. I want consideration given
to the guestion of the staggering of traffic
so that the city shows could all finish their
afternoon entertainment by 4.30 p.n. and
thus allow these women te get out of the
eity at an earlier time. The people do not
come into the town all together, One crowd
comes to work ot 7 o'clock in the morning,
then there are the O o’clockers and then the
shoppers who come in at 10 o’clock. They
do their shopping and go on to a pieture
show, and then the whole erowd go home
in the period of an hour, They cannot be
satisfactorily catered for because twice the
number of vehicles is required to convey
these people home in an hour compared with
the number it took to bring them into the
city in three hours.

Mr, J. Hegney: Is that provided for in

your five-ycar plan?%

Mr. CROSS: That is one phase to which
consideration should be given. The question
of closing shops has heen discussed in the
past and at one period they were closed at
different times in order to relieve the peak
traffic. Members can see trolley-buses arriv-
ing from Nedlands and Claremont of a
morning, and 85 per cent. of the passengers
are women who could easily shop in their
home soburb. As a result of this great
problem, some towns in Great Britain have
issued priorities for travel.

Mr. Sampson: On a point of order, Mr.
Speaker! May I ask what item the hon.
member is speaking to?

Mr. SPEAKER: The member for Can-
ning is in order.

Mr. CROSS: In order to dezl with the re-
stricted transport priorities for travel have
had to be issued and some people are only
allowed to travel once a week or once
a month. Hundreds of the people who travel
into town each day could be doing some-
thing far more useful than that. Tt is all
right when there is plenty of transport, but
not under present conditions. Preference
will have to be given to essential workers,
The longer the war lasts the worse will be-
come these transport diffienltics. The time
will arrive when not one private motorcar
will be on the road. That state of affairs
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will in¢rease the burden on public transport.
Even now the public vehicles are breaking
down because of lack of parts. This com-
mittec will have to give consideration to the
question of staggering traffic, particularly in
the peak period of the afternoon.
Amendment (to insert words) put and
passed ; the motion, as amended, agreed to.

MOTION—AGRICULTURAL BANK,
CASE OF A. J. ADDIS.

To Imguire by Select Commitice.

Debate resumed from the 1lst September

on the following motion by Mr, Watts:—

That a Select Committes be appointed to in-

quire into and report upon the case of A. J.
Addis, formerly of Pingrup, farmer, particu-
larly in regard to—

(a) Whether there was sufficient of both
legal and moral justification for his
being dispossessed of his property,
and whether the handling of his case
by those then in control of the Agri-
cultural Bank was just and eguitable?

(b) Whether a tender was bona fide submit-
ted subsequently by his wife or him-
self to aequire the asnid property
through the Agricultural Bank? If
such tender was made, was the rcjee-
tion of such tender justified? If its
rejection was uot justified, what loss
has the State suffered?

{c) Whether any, and if so, what compensa-
tion or other assistance should be
given to Addis?

MR, SEWARD (Pingelly) [10.10]): In
supporting this motion I point ount that in
the course of his reply the Minister did not
answer the case set up by the Leader of the
Opposition. As a matter of fact, by getting
np immediately the hon. member sat down
at the conclusion of his speech, and reply-
ing then, he gave evidence that he was reply-
ing to the motion moved in the Legislative
Council in 1938 because obviously he had
not heard the case put np by the Leader of
the Opposition on this oceasion. There
was, in the two cases, a very big difference
to which I want to draw the attention of the
House. The ease before the Chamber on
this oceasion is that further evidence has
been brought to bear on the matter by
reason of the inquiry eonducted by the Royal
Commission which investigated the Agricul-
tura] Baok in 1934—practically two years
after the case had been dealt with by the
eourt,

The Minister laid special emphasis on
the proceedings that took place before the
court and quoted the remarks of the learned
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judge on that occasion. He referred to his
high standing and integrity. That is not
called into question, but I point out to the
House that the judge gave his verdiet ai
that time not on what one might term the
merits of the case, but on the merits of the
case from a legal point of view as put be-
fore him. There was a great difference in
the two. I would like to illustrate that by a
case that arose subsequently. A mort-
gagee—not on this occasion the Agrienltural
Bank-—applied for the re-possession of a
farm. The case came before the court and
the order was granted, but that farmer is
still on the property. It so happened that
in this partieular instanee an affidavit,
drawn by the mortgagee or his solicitor, was
served on the farmer who did not lodge in
court an answering afftdavit, When the case
came on, therefore, the judge simply said,
“I cannot take any notice of your ease; yon
arc not before me.” As a consequence the
order was granted to the mortgagee, but the
mortgagor is still on his property. I ven.
ture to say that that might have been the re-
sult in the case of this man Addis had the
additional evidence that has heen brought
forward by the findings of the Royal Com-
mission heen placed before the court on that
occasion, but it was not.

I want to quote from the findings of the
Royal Commission at that time because a
great deal of the merits of this case lie in
the question whether this man Addis received
proper assistance from the bank at the right
time. [ think that when the Leader of the
Opposition was stating his case he told us
that the man was supplied with cornsacks in
January and February, That alone would
be sufficient rcason for the man acting as
e did. This is not the only oeeasion on
which I have known things of this sort to
happen. Many years ago I went through a
man’s crop which he was trying to harvest
in the month of March. I have other in-
stances of men who have been held up in
their seeding operations by reason of the
fact that they did not get their superphos-
phate until June. That happened to Agri-
cultural Bank clients before the re-organisa-
tion took place consequent upon the findings
of the Royal Commission, In the course
of its findings, this is what the Commis-
sion had to say about the Bank in those
days—

The organisation of the Bank did not keep
abreast of the development of settlement, the
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increased work and responsibility accepted by
the trustees, and the consequent work thereby
entailed.

An attempt at decentralisation was made in
the year 1922, but as very limited authority
was given to branch managers, no great mea-
sure of relief was obtained by head effice.
The result was delay in attending to cor-
respondence of settlers, accompanied by late
deliveries of superphosphate and cornsacks,
and the inability of settlers te obtain spare
machinery parts cxpeditiously at seeding and
harvest times.

That is the very thing of which this man
Addis was a vietim.

These delays have occasioned a feeling of
great dissatisfaction among the settlers, which
is being intensified owing to the Bank having
had to find sustenance since the year 1929,
and to exercise the statutory lien over the
crops, which was granted to it by the 1980
legislation,

If the complete decentralisation had been
effected, much of the trouble would not have
oceurred. Head office does not appear to have
been willing to lose control. The district
managers hnd, or should have had, that local
knowledge of the conditions applicable to their
various distriets, which head office never could
aequire from the perusal of files and reports.
By ‘‘local knowledge’” we mean the knowledge
of the quality of the land, of the client, his
nmethods of farming, his capabilities ns a
farmer, of the condition of his machinery,
plant and stock, of his habits and manner of
living,

The distriet managers should have been
granted greater powers and decentralisation
made effective. Tiles seem to have been eon-
tinually passing te and fro from distriet to
hiead office, nud the time taken up by the Trus-
tees in perusing and initinlling files should
have been given to tle major operations of
the Bank,

In addition to gramting greater powers to
the distriet managers, travelling inspectors
should have been appointed to regularly visit
and report on the work of the distriet mana-
gers and field inmspectors, nnd thus form,
through the district managers, the eonmnection
Letween the mass of clients and the trustees.
No, the trustees, although having, ns before
mentioned, insufficient adminisirative ability,
retained control, and if a client required super-
phosphate, cornsacks, or a release of £10 or
£15 from his erop procceds, the matter had to
be referred to the trustees, and the trustees
had to decide whether the clicut was to be
allowed the six tons of superphosphate he
requigitioned for, or whether he should be
allowed only four tons; whether he should be
allowed five bales of cornsacks he said he
would require for harvesting, or whether he
should be allowed only four bales.

When the Leader of the Opposition was
moving his motion, he peinted out that

Addig had not been visited by a field in-
speetor from January te April. This man
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was located 16 miles from a siding; he did
not have his cornsacks; he did not know
when he would get them; and nchody from
the Bank eame near him. That plaeed him
in an intolerable position. Further on, the
Royal Commission stated—

Your Commissioners are of the opinion that

the management and control of the district
managers and field staff have been very in-
effective. The managing trustee admits he
should have appointed more exccutive officers,
including a chief inspector.
The Minister, in the course of his speech,
referred to the integrity and eapability of
the late managing trustee. Everyone agrees
with his remarks. The Royal Commission,
however, pointed out that the Bank had a
system in operation that was ineffective and
was not conducive to the sneeessful handling
of clienty’ affairs. In the eourse of the
report, the Royal Commission pointed out
the amount of work some of the field in-
spectors were called upon to do. In the
Katanning district there were four inspee-
tors with an average of 280 accounts under
their control, whereas in Geraldton the num-
ber was 136, Kellerberrin 143, Narrogin
179, or an average for the State of 157.
So Katanning inspectors had practically
double the number of accounts of any other
district office.  This fact, in my opinion,
hears out the contention that in eonsequence
of the system in vogue in those days the
clients of the Bank did not get as close
attention as their enses merited.

Addis was dispossessed of his farm in
May, 1932, Yet, in November, 1932, two
merchants wrote to him offering to supply
him with 20 tons of superphosphate on
eredit in order to enable him to put in his
crop in the following year. Therefore some-
body had confidenee in this man, Under
date the 1st October, 1932, Waestralian
Farmers, Ltd., wrote to Addis as follows:—

We have notice that the Agricultural Bank
hag issved a writ against you for the posses-
sion of your property. If there is anything
we can do to help you retain possession, please
advise us, as we will be only too pleased to
asgist if at all possible.

Thus that firm expressed its willingness to do
anything possible to help him in his difficui-
ties and assist him to retain possession of
his farm. TFrom the Kent Road Board,
Addis reecived a letter dated the 12th
November, 1932, as follows :—

This to state that the Kent Distriet Road
Board has always found Mr. A. T. Addis, of
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Pingrup, a most desirable member of the com-
munity, an efficient settler, and a most worthy
member of the board.

For and on behalf of the Kent Road Board,
under its instructions, by resolution, C. R.
Mitehell, Secretary.

There again we have an expression of con-
fidence. Road board members, I take it,
knew this man and, that being so, there is
room for an investigation. It is nothing un-
usual to hold an inquiry into a case atter
the court has dealt with it. We bave had
the verdicts of courts set aside after evi-
dence has ecome forward that was not avail-
able to them when the eases were first heard.
For these reasons I support the motion, and
in doing so point out that there is no sug-
gestion of raising any question regarding
the trustees who were in control of the
Bank.

There is one point 1 npoticed in going
through some papers. Thiz man took up hi-
property in April, 1929, and was dispos-
sessed in May, 1932, Consequently, he had
been on the property only three years. The
Royal Commission, in its report, stated that
many of the settlers had becn allowed to
remain on their farms so long that they
eaved nothing about their accounts with the
Bank so long as they were cnabled to pay
other creditors and to carry on. Apparently
that was not the experience of Addis. He
was only three years on the properiy, and it
locks as if the Bank had reached a stage
when an alteration had to be made in the old
poliey of earrying settlers indefinitely. Un-
fortunately, Addis was picked upen and was
made the victim of the new policy. For that
reason I consider that the Minister over-
looked this part of the case put up by the
Leader of the Opposition, and jodged it
only on the evidence available to the court
when the cuse was heard. I support the
niotion.

My, SAMPSON: I move—
That the debate be adjourned.

Motion put and a division taken with the
following result:—

Ayes .. - . .. 11
Noes .. . .. - 18

=1

Majority against ..
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AYRA.
Mr. Berry Mr. Perking
Mr. Boyle Mr. Sompson
Mr, Hill Mr. Beward
Mr, Kelly Mr. Watts
Mr. Mclarty Mr. Doney
Mr. North (Teller.)
NoEs,
Mr. Coverley Mr. Panton
Mr. Cross Mr. Rodoreda
Mr. Fox Mr, F. C. L. Bmith
Mr, Groham Mr, Styants
Mr. Howke Mr. Tonkin
Mr. J. Hegney Mr. Trint
Mr. Macshall Mr. Willcoek
Mr. Millington Mr. Withers
Mr, Nulsen Mr. Wilson
{Teller.)

Motion thus negatived.

ME. SAMPSON (Swan): I very much
regret that in the opinion of the Govern-
ment side of the House the vote on this
motion should be taken tonight. The ease
is one which has ereated a great denl of in-
terest and a great deal of sympathy. In
fact, it is an uncommon ease in many re-
apeets.

The Minister for Justiee: It is a case that
has received a great deal of econsideration,

Mr. SAMPSON: Yes, but not eonsidera-
tion of the right kind. It has, one may say
without misuse of terms, I hope, proved to
be a notorions case, a case where & man who
had strenwously endeavoured to get through
ag a farmer found that eertain circumstaneces
were such that he was unable to sumeceed.
Perhaps the crowning trouble of this unfor-
tunate man’s life was that in 1932 he was
evicted from his farm. Now, that word
“evicted” is @ very unfortunate word. It is
nwot one often used in Australin. It is
not often used in any British country. But
unquestionably this man was evicted from
his farm. If one were to give consideration
to that statement, then a story could be told
of long and arduous efforts to bunild up an
asset, to build up what he had hoped wounld
prove to be a sufficient competence for his
later venrs, But it was not to be. He did
not o on the land in a casual, half-hearted
sort of fashion endeavouring to do what
was necessary in order to secure suocess. He
put a large sum of money into the land—
£700—and that in addition fo a long period
of hard work. He was unsuccessful. Bat
why was he unsuccessful? There were eir-
cumstances over which he had not sufficient
control, and so the final result was as stated
—he was evieted. He wag not only in trounble
becanse of circumstances which have been
specially mentioned, but rain fell and his
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crop was very seriously damaged. It is esti-
mated that he lost an average of net less
than seven bushels per acre, and that where
the average is not a high one. 8o of course
it was a very serious matter indeed.

Mr. Watts: He lost half his erop.

Mr. SAMPSON: He lost half the erop
as a result of a fall of rain. It is deseribed
sometimes by a term which I do not use in
a blasphemous way—an aet of God. This
man had no power over the weather. The
rain fell, and the half of his asset so far as
it related to the erop was thereby lost to
him. T ean qnite understand that those who
were coneerned with this property were los-
ing heart. Perhaps they felt that Mr. Addis
had not done everything that he should. But
only those who have gone through similar
experiences could understand and fully sym-
pathise with a man who had done what this
unfortunate man had striven to do. Mr. A.
J. Addis had faced unusual difficuities; and
while there may be some justification for
the action which was taken, I cannot do
other than doubt very seriously the justifi-
eation for what was done. We have heard
during the course of this debate something
of what this man has had to face—
something of the diffienlties which con-
front the man on the land, espeei-
ally when circumstances are against him.
All that is asked is that a Select Committee
be appoeinted to inquire inte and report upon
his ease.  As members will have heard, Addis
was formerly a farmer in the Pingrup dis.
triet, and the first question which the Select
Committee would consider is—

(n} Whether therc was sufficient of both
legal and moral justification for hia being dis-
possessed of his property, and whether the
handling of his easc by those then in control
of the Agricultural Bank was just and equit-
able,

The Premier himself realises that that is the
point at issue and the point the House will
be asked to decide. Surely, no one could
find it in his heart to refuse to give to a
man, who has admittedly worked hard over
a long period, the right to put his case to
an independent tribunal. I do not say that
is the right of every farmer, but in the case
of Addis there is justification for the iu-
quiry. 1 appeal to members to give this
unfortunate man at least the satisfaction of
being able to plaee his ease before his peers—
for that is what it amounts to—so far as it
relates to the justification for the evietion
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of which he was the victim. The next ques-
tion to be submitted for inquniry is—

(b} Whether a tender was bona £ide sub-

nitted subsequently by his wife or himself to
acquire the said property through the Agrieul-
tural Bank? If gueh tender was made, was
the rejection of such tender justified? If its
rejection was not justified, what loss has the
State suffered?
We Jlearn that actually the position was that
a tender for £1,000 was lodged for the pro-
perty, and money—so it is said—talks all
languages. The tender was not accepted
and I appeal to members to give Addig the
opportunity to learn whether the tender was
clearly submitted, whether it was rejected
and, if it was rejected, to what extent the
State suffered a loss. The matter is all eon-
tained in that interrogation. The next point
proposed to he inquired into is—

{¢) Whether any, and if so, what eompen-

sation or other assistance shonld be given to
Addis?
Those are the questions. The case is
simple. The inquiry will not cost the Gov-
ernment more money and those concerned
will have the satisfaction of knowing whether
this man—one of our own kith and kin, who
put up a hard fizht on the land—was given
an opportunity to show whether the state-
ments made were corréct and whether there
is justification for submitting thiz request
to the House.

MR. PERKINS (York) : This case is one
of which I had no personal knowledge be-
fore it was brought before this House by
the Leader of the Opposition. From what
has been already said, however, T am of opin-
ion that there is ample justification for the
appointment of a Select Committee. Many
farmers were affected by the conditions of
whieh apparently Addis was a particnlarly
unfortunate vietim. Any of us who were
farming prior to the depression years and
were caught in the bad slump in wheat
prices in 1929, and partienlarly in 1930, will
know the difficulties which farmers, even
those carrying on under fairly good condi-
tions, had to face in those unprecedented
circumstances. Addis’s temperament appar-
ently made it difficult for him to work un-
der the rather onerous administration of
the Agricultural Bank.

The administration of that Bank should
be more flexible when dealing with cases
such ag this. I am not saying that Addis
was treated by the Bank in a harsh man-
ner, but he certainly received less than sym-
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pathetic treatment from that institution, and
his reactions to such treatment would bring
him into confliet with its officers. Indeed,
that seems to have been the origin of his
trouble with the Bank. A sufficient case
has beer made out by the members who
have already spoken to this motion to war-
rant the appointment of a Select Commit-
tee. The circumstances surrounding the
farming industry at that time were quite
out of the ordinary. After the 1914-18 war
many men were put on the land who pre-
viously had been working in other indus-
tries. Naturally, it would take them some
time to adjust themselves to farming econdi-
tions and that would account, to a greater
or lesser extent, for the finanecial difficul-
ties into which they fell and which they might
not have met had they had longer experi-
ence of the industry, That is another fae-
tor to be taken into aceount in the ease of
Addis, who was so unfiortunate as to strike
the set of cirewmstances which he did.

Taken all in all, it appears to any dispas-
sionate observer, when considering the evid-
ence subwmitied to the House by the various
speakers, that the unfortunate financial dif-
ficulties in whiech Addis found himself,
coupled with the harsh administration of the
Agricultural Bank, or rather the unsympath-
etic treatment he veceived—I should not use
the word “harsh,” because harsh treatment
has not necessarily been proved—these eir-
cumstances, 1 say, make one feel that the
Government might at least agree to further
consideration being given to the man’s case.
He has had a pretty hard time and, although
in the opinion of the Government everything
was done by those institutions that were
dealing with him to give him a fair deal,
in view of other evidenece that has been
brought up and with the object of removing
any possible doubt about the man having
had a fair dea), the Government should, as
an act of grace, agree to the appointment
of a committee to make further inquiries,

On motion by Mr. Boyle, dehate ad-
Journed.

House adjourned at 10.46 p.m.



